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Overview



Winter Service Scheme 
2018/19

81 town and parish councils took part with 
76involved in snow clearing and 5
providing information only

78 schools had also agreed to clear snow 
from outside of their premises

53.5 tonnes of grit was delivered a total 
of 2,675 bags each containing 20 kg of 
grit



What do Snow Wardens 
do?

• Help deal with potential heavy snow fall and ice 
• Provide information on local conditions using the 

County Council’s website

• Report situations that affect vulnerable residents

• Coordinate volunteers to clear snow and 

distribute  grit

• Report empty grit bins



What will DCC provide?

• A free delivery of up to a tonne of salt (20kg
bags)

• A website facility to report snow clearing
activities and to notify the Council of any
problems/issues in your local area

• Early notification of severe weather affecting
your area adapted from Met Office weather
reports



Tim Beard
Senior Health and Safety Consultant

Snow Clearing in 
Practice



• Don’t believe the myths!

• It's unlikely you'll be sued for any injuries if
you have cleared the path carefully and left
it in a better state then it was before you
started to clear snow

• Follow the Government Snow Code

• To date there have been no claims

Will I get sued?







Where
• Plan of locations needed
• Based on available resources

When
• It’s easier to shift fresh snow
• Avoid hours of darkness

Where & when to 
clear snow



• Work within your own capabilities

• Ensure all safety equipment is worn/used

• Clear snow and ice from the footway only

• Remove snow / ice and apply salt

How to clear snow



• Do get help to move the salt bags to strategic locations
before you need them

• Do pay extra attention to snow and ice from steps and
steep pathways - you might need to use more salt on
these areas

• Do keep in contact with Snow Warden (Town/ Parish
Council)

• Do clear sufficient width (1.2m to 1.5m)

Do’s and don’ts



• Warm up your muscles before doing the heavy work.
Stiff muscles that work hard are more prone to injury

• Wear layers of clothing

• Don't move snow twice

• Move snow the shortest distance possible

Manual Handling



• Keep your back straight as you move from the squat
position to the upright position

• Use your shoulder muscles as much as possible

• As you lift the snow shovel, hold it as close to your upper
body as possible

• Don't twist your upper body as you throw snow

Manual Handling



• Pace yourself

• Use a shovel that fits you. It 
should be a comfortable height 
and head width. It shouldn't be 
too heavy 

• Keep a fair amount of space 
between your hands in order to 
increase lifting leverage

Manual Handling



• Use your leg muscles as much as possible - push snow 
when you can and use your legs to lift when you can’t 
push it

• Use your legs, not your spine - don't bend over at the 
waist when lifting

• Don't try to get all the way down to the bottom of  deep 
snow all at once. Try to scoop a few small loads instead 
of fewer big ones

Manual Handling



Grit Spreading Demo



Risk Assessment…

• Identify the hazards
• Identify who may be harmed and how
• Put in control measures to mitigate risks
• Record risk assessment
• Review as necessary



Communication

• Report your snow clearing activity

• Help us to co-ordinate activities

• Ensure duplication of effort is kept to a minimum

• Maximise resources and direct them to the areas of most need



Online form (preferred option):

www.derbyshire.gov.uk/snowwardens

Phone (if unable to access website) :

Call Derbyshire:  

01629 533190 

How to Communicate









Plot Location



Select Location and 
complete form



Complete contact details



Any Questions?



If you have issues you would like to raise 
after today, please email 

snow@derbyshire.gov.uk



Thank you for taking part in the Snow 
Warden Scheme for 2019/20


