
 

 

Virtual School - Attachment Aware Schools Programme 

We know that schools want support in how to work effectively with children and young 

people with attachment difficulties, and in creating nurturing environments through positive 

relationships. The Virtual School have been pioneering an Attachment Aware Schools 

Programme in Derbyshire which launched Year 1 in April 2015 with an ignition event for over 

100 delegates. We then worked with seventeen schools in Derbyshire including infant, 

primary, junior, secondary, special and pupil referral units on a year-long programme.  

This year’s Attachment Aware Schools conference in April 2016 was a great success and a 

platform for those 17 schools to run workshops showing the work they had been doing and 

the learning journey their schools had been on. It was also the catalyst for embarking on 

Year 2 of the programme with a new cohort of 15 schools across the county.   

We want to work with educators to enable youngsters with attachment difficulties, and all 

vulnerable learners, to remain in school and get the best possible outcomes from their 

education. This has included regular training, action research projects and the establishment 

of a network and community of Attachment Aware Schools in Derbyshire.  

This school programme allows us to: 

 Improve the conditions for Children in Care in schools and settings 

 Produce a portfolio of good practice examples and other resources to share across 

the whole of Derbyshire’s school community (and beyond!) 

 Raise awareness of the issues and needs around attachment and trauma 

 Consolidate working relations between the Virtual School and Derbyshire schools 

 Help to reduce fixed term exclusions  

 Catalyse a new community of practice amongst schools 

 Encourage pedagogical development – trialling new ways of working led by the 

Virtual School 

“The opportunity to take part in the Attachment Aware programme has had a huge impact 

on our students – and our staff too.” Lady Manners School 

Dr Paul Kelly & Lizzie Watt 
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