SIARTHUMECOMEDSTINGA ODAY; VHY COMPOST ATHOME?,

¢ Tea bags

¢ Rhubarb leaves \ '\ '
® Young annual weeds I" *

¢ Coffee grounds & filter paper  » Pond algae & seaweed

e Grass cuttings

¢ Vegetable peelings o Nettles

¢ Spent bedding plants

e Old flowers ¢ Comfrey leaves
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- Doing your bit to reduce the Your compost is a nutrient-rich food

® Newspaper ® Tumble dryer lint . :

[scrunched up] lreen mlumm CLJ"}E,_' amount of waste sent to landfill product for your garden and will
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$ Garden prunings sl ! . ® maintain moisture levels
® Dry leaves, twigs & ® Vacuum bag contents [ ,cu ® the COz your kettle produces annually; or ' !

hedge clippings have natural fibee carpets| ® what your washing machine produces #® keep your soil's pH balance in
® Straw & hay ® Tissues, paper towels in 3 months; or check; and
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The ‘green’ items contain bacteria
that generates the initial heat that
is required by the process. A healthy
compost bin is a living ecosystem. By keeping
a good mix of green and brown material you will
provide the perfect conditions for a variety of
mini-beasts, and can let them do all of the hard wark.

This is a classic mistake made l:-:.-' many first fime composters. Ihg-;' get their brand

peelings. These are great things to put in a bin, but on their own you will end up with
8 "\ll.ll::!:::r'_ :‘-I""I-E:| :r mess

3 After six months — black
and crumbly materia
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1 First dary — onby grass cutlings 3 Alter a month — will just be o Can | do anything about it?
and peelings visible maist, lumpy mess and will have

lexst theat vital heat, that is neaded

for the compesfing process due

o the back of air.

2 Alter o couple of weeks - lots
of fruit flies, locks like a green
ump, smells rotien and e bin
feels warm at this stoge

That wasn't too tricky,
what should | do to

{00 _,, Autumn is a typical fime of year for this to occur. Because of the large number of "
eep

Bﬂ-ﬂwﬂ‘ leaves falling the trees and a furry of plant pruning, bins get filled with too

In reality organic waste that is sent

many leaves. Leafmould usually takes two years before it is ready to use. You don't ; e "_'*:"{'fﬁ-'i of it going? io landfill is unable to decompose
necessarily need nitrogen to kick start the process but it helps. Autumn leaves just : rialore silL Just keep on doing the some properly because, squashed under
don’t produce enough nitrogen to activate the heat production. h slarfing k ek 4 ;"’I',r“;ﬁ'_;I-_'_’-'Fii-bk:q'-‘r”qn all the other waste, it doesn't have
VA Y - It should take about two years for of green and browns and any access fo air. So instead
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