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On request we can provide  
Derbyshire Now in Braille,  
large print or recorded onto CD.

Get in touch
derbyshire.gov.uk

Write to us at County Hall, 
Matlock, Derbyshire  
DE4 3AG or:

Email contact.centre@
derbyshire.gov.uk

 @derbyshirecc

 facebook.com/
derbyshirecc

 Derbyshire County 
Council
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Join thousands of local residents who receive regular news direct to their inbox. 
Sign up by Sunday, 8 January and you could win a £250 voucher to use at Van 
Dyk by Wildes, a luxury 4-star hotel situated within a short driving distance of the 
historic town of Chesterfield. The voucher can be used for payment or part-payment 
across all facilities including afternoon tea, dining in the restaurant, the spa, 
accommodation or tickets for one of the many showtime events. 

To sign up for Derbyshire Now enewsletter, go to derbyshire.gov.uk/derbyshirenow 
and click on the Sign Up button.*

SIGN UP TO THE DERBYSHIRE NOW eNEWSLETTER 
FOR THE CHANCE TO WIN A £250 VOUCHER TO 
SPEND AT VAN DYK BY WILDES HOTEL

The luxury 4-star  
Van Dyk by Wildes Hotel

*Existing newsletter subscribers will be included in the prize draw. We will never release your email address to anyone else. Usual prize draw terms and conditions apply: 
derbyshire.gov.uk/prizedraws. Terms & conditions: Gift voucher valid until 31.3.23. Subject to availability. 

All details in Derbyshire Now  
are correct at time of going to press. 

O
n 

th
e 

co
ve

r: 
Ji

ll 
St

oc
ks

 a
nd

 D
av

id
 B

er
k 

at
 th

e 
Ch

in
le

y 
co

m
m

un
ity

 sh
op

. S
ee

 p
ag

e 
7.

 

Welcome 
There’s nothing 
quite like the 
excitement and 
expectation this 
time of year brings, 
when we look 
forward to getting 
together with family 
and friends for our 
festive celebrations.

For tips on keeping costs down this 
Christmas, turn to page 10 where you’ll 
find some helpful advice on celebrating on 
a budget. 

You’ll also find information about how 
we’re supporting communities across 
Derbyshire with the cost of living, including 
providing grants to voluntary and 
community sector organisations to create 
warm spaces, as well as opening up our 
own buildings. And on page 11 read how a 
local community bank helped a Derbyshire 
resident get on the road to financial 
recovery.

It’s been a very eventful year with the sad 
passing of our longest serving monarch, 

Councillor Barry Lewis 
Leader, Derbyshire County Council

Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth, within just 
a few months of celebrating her Platinum 
Jubilee. On page 12 you can see how we 
will ensure she lives on in our memories 
through the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
Coppice at Shipley Country Park.

We’ve also got features on our £1.14bn 
devolution proposal between Derbyshire 
and Nottinghamshire County Councils 
along with Derby and Nottingham City 
(p14), information about making your 
home more energy efficient (p6), and how 
to apply for a new Derbyshire Grant (p7).

We’re always happy to hear from residents 
and in the centre pages you’ll see a handy 
pull-out and keep guide to who your local 
county councillor is.

I’d like to wish you a very Happy Christmas 
and all the best for the New Year.

COMPETITION WINNER (from previous edition):  An overnight stay for two at  
The Maynard at Grindleford: C Wheeler, Draycott.

Christmas  
saving tips

Call Derbyshire on
01629 533190

Text us on 86555
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News

Have your say
There are lots of ways you can  
find out more about the work 
of the county council, give your 
views and get involved.

Council meetings
These meetings will be taking place 
in person. If you’re interested in 
attending or would like further 
information, please email 
democratic.services@derbyshire.
gov.uk or call 01629 535550. The 
meeting dates are:

• 8 December Cabinet 10am

• 12 January Cabinet 2pm

• 2 February Cabinet 2pm 

• 15 February Full Council 2pm

• 23 February Cabinet 2pm

Council papers
Read the agenda and minutes  
for all cabinet, full council and 
committee meetings at  
derbyshire.gov.uk/meetings

Consultations
When the council plans to make 
changes to services you will have the 
opportunity to give your opinion. You 
can find out about consultations at 
derbyshire.gov.uk/haveyoursay or 
visit any library. 

Your Councillor
Find out who represents you at 
derbyshire.gov.uk/councillors or 
turn to page 8.

Walking together at Markham

Boost to county’s tree planting plans

Career guidance on hand for you

A moving tribute to miners who died in 
three disasters at Markham Colliery has 
been completed 10 years after it was 
commissioned by the county council.

The final 13 large steel figures were 
unveiled as part of the Walking Together 
Mining Memorial taking the total 
number of statues to commemorate 
those tragically killed at the colliery to 
106 – one for each man who died in the 

disasters. The trail of figures stretches 
between the village of Duckmanton, 
Chesterfield, and the former pithead of 
Markham Colliery. 

The walking trail of figures symbolises a 
miner’s journey to the pit and back home 
again.

To find out more about the Walking 
Together Mining Memorial visit 
markhamstorymine.org

Students from Netherthorpe School in Chesterfield were among local schoolchildren 
who attended the unveiling of the final figure at Markham Vale memorial

A project aimed at supporting and 
encouraging the planting of a million 
trees across Derbyshire by 2030 has been 
boosted by a successful grant application 
resulting in funding of nearly £225,000.

Working in partnership with Amber Valley 
Borough Council, Peak District National 
Park Authority, North East Derbyshire 
District Council, and parish councils in 
Pilsley, Etwall and Pinxton, the county 

council bid for the money from the 
Forestry Commission’s Local Authority 
Treescape Fund (LATF).

The grant will pay for 765 trees, aged 
between five and 10 years old, plus 
maintenance costs for three years.

The funding also helps take Derbyshire 
a step closer to becoming a net zero 
county by 2050 or sooner. 

If you’re aged 19 or over and need 
advice and guidance about career 
opportunities, learning or employment 
then Derbyshire County Council can help 
you get ahead. 

The council’s qualified careers coaches 
can help you with CVs, interview skills, 
application forms, searching for jobs as 
well as courses and qualifications. 

You can contact the careers service in 
person, by telephone, video call, text or 
email. 

The service is also available for residents 
aged 18 who are not currently in 
education, employment or training. 

Visit derbyshire.gov.uk/careersservice 
to find out more.
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Could you help 
Ukranian refugees?

Apply for primary 
school places

More host families are needed in 
Derbyshire to help refugees fleeing the 
war in Ukraine.

New hosts are required to help support 
guests whose original accommodation 
hasn’t worked out, where original 
hosts are unable to continue to 
offer accommodation, and to offer a 
temporary home for new arrivals from 
Ukraine as more visa applications are 
approved. Hosts must be able to provide 
accommodation for a minimum of six 
months and will be offered a £350 per 
month ‘thank-you’ payment and a further 
£350 a month up to March 2023 to help 
with the increased cost of living through 
winter. If you think you could commit to 
hosting, please contact ukrainehosts@
derbyshire.gov.uk

If your child is due to start school in 
September 2023 you can now apply for 
their primary, infant or junior school 
place. Applications close at midnight 
on Sunday, 15 January 2023 and places 
will be announced on Monday, 17 April 
2023. Applying online is the easiest 
method and can be done on the county 
council’s website at derbyshire.gov.uk/
admissions

Job success at 
Markham Vale
More jobs are in the pipeline at the 
council’s flagship regeneration site 
Markham Vale.

Planning permission has been granted 
to sustainable energy business 
GRIDSERVE to build the county’s first 
all-electric vehicle charging forecourt 
at the site – providing charge points  
for up to 30 vehicles at any one time 
just off the M1.

And HBD – the council’s development 
partner – is also seeking planning 
permission for four new eco-efficient 
units at the site for small to medium-
sized businesses.

More than 2,700 people are currently 
employed at Markham Vale. For 
more information about the site visit 
markhamvale.co.uk

New state-of-the-art care  
home welcomes first residents
A new, state-of-the-art residential 
care home built by Derbyshire 
County Council has welcomed its first 
residents.

Bennerley Fields Care Home in 
Cotmanhay, near Ilkeston, was built to 
replace the nearby Hazelwood Home 
for Older People which was no longer fit 
for purpose.

Hazelwood residents were among the 
first to move into the council’s newest 
care home which has 40-en-suite rooms 

and features the latest in dementia-
friendly design. Welcoming residents 
to their new home, Derbyshire County 
Council’s Cabinet Member for Adult 
Care Councillor Natalie Hoy said: “Our 
latest care home provides airy, spacious 
surroundings and our staff are helping 
residents settle in and are working hard 
to make everyone feel at home.”

The purpose-built two-storey home 
stands on the site of the former 
Bennerley Fields school.

Views gathered 
during 
Derbyshire 
County 
Council’s annual 
wide-ranging 
residents’ survey 
Your Council 
Your Voice are now being analysed after 
the consultation closed last month. 

The six-week survey is an opportunity for 
Derbyshire residents to tell the council 
what they think about the services they 
use, how satisfied they are with them 
and which ones they think are most 
important and why.

The 2022 survey will be used to shape 
how the council is run and spends 
its budget in the next financial year. 
Responses will be considered by the 
authority’s Cabinet and then Full Council 
in the new year. 

Focus on services

Could green energy be 
your next career move?

Bennerley Fields Care Home features the latest in dementia-friendly design

Are you looking for a new challenge? 
Grants of up to £1,500 are available to 
help Derbyshire residents learn new 
skills in the alternative energy industry.

Derbyshire County Council’s Green 
Entrepreneurs Scholarship Scheme has 
been set up to skill-up the alternative 
energy workforce of tomorrow. For more 
information visit derbyshire.gov.uk/gef
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Audiences in Derbyshire are 
being dazzled by Shine A Light – a 
spectacular night-time display of 
music, visuals and sound, back in 
Derbyshire for a second season – and 
bigger and better than ever.

Large-scale projections have already 
brought to life Arkwright’s Mills at 
Cromford and Derbyshire County 
Council’s very own Elvaston Castle. 

And two more of the county’s iconic 
venues will become the backdrop to 
the awe-inspiring animations – Barrow 
Hill Roundhouse on Thursday, 8 and 
Friday, 9 December, and Hardwick 
Hall on Friday, 17 and Saturday, 18 
February 2023.

For more information including how 
to book tickets visit visitpeakdistrict.
com/shine-a-light

Shine A Light dazzles audiences

Forty-seven million pounds has been 
awarded to Derbyshire County Council to 
improve bus services over the next two 
and a half years.

Derbyshire’s success in gaining the cash 
will help pay for:

•  More frequent buses and extended 
 hours for vital services

•  Improved bus punctuality and 
 reliability 

•  Expansion of the ‘tap on and tap off’ 
  system for paying for tickets

•  Better value bus fares, especially for 
 young people and those looking  
 for work

•  New transport hubs with real-time 
  information to help connect  
 bus services to other bus and train 
 services

•  More demand-responsive services for 
 rural and semi-rural areas

•  A new website and app which will 
  cover all services to make planning a 
  journey easier.

£47m bus boost to improve services

Foster for 
Derbyshire and 
change the life of  
a local child.

Visit derbyshire.
gov.uk/fostering 
or call us on  
0800 083 77 44.

The start 
of a new 
journeyElvaston Castle lit up  

in spectacular style



When Richard Amos and wife Emily 
bought a quirky 1970s four-bedroom 
house they knew they had found their 
‘forever home’.

But it marked the beginning of a major 
DIY project to renovate the energy-
hungry house and future-proof it against 
rises in energy prices, as well as easing 
their conscience by reducing its carbon 
footprint to help protect the planet.

Two-and-a-half years on, as the project in 
New Mills nears completion, Richard, 36, 
who did most of the work himself, admits 
it’s been a challenge.

With the roof to reinsulate and re-slate, 
replacing deteriorating 50-year-old 
double glazing with triple glazing, 
installing underfloor heating, energy 
efficient ventilation and replacing the 
gas boiler with an air-source heat pump, 
weekend wind-downs became a thing of 
the past.

But when finished, Richard says the cost 
of heating the house will have reduced by 
at least 75% with the payback on all the 
work being less than 20 years – including 
four years for the roof and less than 10 
years for completely replacing the floors. 

And not only that, but each year the 
energy efficiency measures installed 

are expected to save more than 10 tons 
of carbon which contribute to climate 
change – that’s the same amount of 
carbon used when flying to New York and 
back 10 times.

Richard said: “It’s been short-term pain 
for long-term gain. Fortunately, we were 
able to make some major changes, but 
while these are long-term investments, 
there are lots of smaller, less disruptive 
things people can do, like loft insulation, 
which pay back in the short term. 

“If you’re considering making 
improvements and you have the 
means to do it, I’d recommend getting 
advice from a retrofit expert, insulation 
suppliers and merchants. I got excellent 
customer service from sustainable 
material businesses that were more than 
happy to help, often without pushing 
their own products.” 

Greener Derbyshire

6

A home  
fit for  
the future

Share your views
Councils across Derbyshire are 
working together to find out what 
support private homeowners need 
to make their homes more energy 
efficient.

Steps you can take, such as fitting 
double or triple glazing, loft 
insulation, solar panels and switching 
from a gas boiler to an air or ground 
source heat pump, range in cost and 
scale. But while there’s an initial 
cost for installation, they can help to 
reduce energy bills in the long term. 

Leader of Derbyshire County Council 
Councillor Barry Lewis said: “We know 
people are worried about energy bills 
and rising costs – and there are some 
quick and easy things you can do to 
reduce the amount of energy you use.

“But bigger energy-efficiency projects 
take time, money and expertise. 
That’s why we’re asking people what 
support they need to cut their energy 
use for the long-term benefit of their 
pockets and the environment.”

Visit derbyshire.gov.uk/futurehomes 
by 20 January 2023 to share your 
views.

District and borough councils in 
Derbyshire are already working to 
improve the energy efficiency of social 
housing and the homes of people in 
fuel poverty. For information about 
help with energy costs see page 11.

As Derbyshire County Council launches a consultation to 
find out what support homeowners need to make their 
homes more energy efficient, Derbyshire Now talks to 
one resident ensuring his home is fit for the future.

‘When finished, 
Richard says the cost 
of heating the house 
will have reduced by  
at least 75%’’

Richard Amos’s home is now 
far more energy efficient



A wide range of community groups, 
clubs, local charities, and non-profit 
organisations, including Chinley 
community shop (left), are benefiting 
from the new Derbyshire Grants 
scheme and there’s still almost 
£1.25m to be awarded by the end of 
2023. 

Small grants of up to £1,000 as well as 
larger ones of between £20,000 and 
£50,000 are up for grabs. There are 
even exceptional grants of more than 
£50,000.

Applications have to meet one or 
more of the council’s five priorities:

• Helping residents feel safe

• Supporting young people

• Encouraging residents to be  
 more active

• Supporting ‘green’ issues and 
  sustainability

• Encouraging people to get involved 
  in their communities.

So far the following grants have been 
allocated: 

• 64 small grants totalling £57,279

• 9 medium grants worth £135,800

• 2 large grants totalling £89,958. 

Derbyshire Grants have helped 
set up a singing café, the hire or 
purchase of equipment, to train staff 
and volunteers, refurbish premises, 
launch sports and fitness projects, 
create gardens and support green 
initiatives. The money has also been 
used for events like holiday activities, 
discos for children with special needs, 
activities for Brownies and Scouts, 
fetes, and local celebrations of the 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. 
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Ready to serve, from left, Jill Stocks, David Berk and Sarah Emerson

In less than a year, Chinley community 
shop grew from an idea into a thriving 
enterprise supporting greener living 
thanks to the efforts and enthusiasm of 
residents in the Chinley, Buxworth and 
Brownside parish. 

And, due to a £7,100 grant from the 
county council’s Derbyshire Grants 
scheme, life is a little easier for the 
volunteers who run the not-for-profit 
shop – as well as more pleasant for 
customers.

Chinley Community Shop opened in 
the village centre in April 2022 and sells 
environmentally sustainable, healthy, 
ethical food and household products. 
It supports local producers wherever 
possible and aims to make eco-friendly 
and ethical shopping affordable. 

Minimal packaging and waste, refillable 
containers, organic, bulk buying to 
reduce costs and cutting carbon are all 
core values of the shop that was the 
brainchild of the Chinley Co-operative. 

Volunteers are the life blood of the 
enterprise – they refitted and renovated 
the shop using donated and recycled 
materials. And the shop is run entirely by 

Grants making  
a difference

How a team of Derbyshire residents turned their idea 
into a thriving eco-friendly community shop.

Shopping needn’t  
cost the earth

Find out more about the new Derbyshire Grants scheme and apply at derbyshire.gov.uk/derbyshiregrants

volunteers supported financially through 
community shareholders who seek no 
financial gain. 

Co-chair Jill Stocks said: “The funding 
we received from the county council 
has been a great boost to us. We’ve 
been able to buy special refill scales 
and food dispensers, as well as heating 
and flooring to keep our volunteers 
comfortable and an access ramp to make 
sure everyone can use our shop. 

“I think our volunteers have particularly 
welcomed the new scales as before they 
had to do some pretty challenging maths 
and it probably put some of them off 
volunteering!”

Find out more – including how to 
volunteer or become a supporting 
member. chinleycoop.org.uk or 
Facebook or Instagram @chinleycoop

The Peak District Music Centre was 
awarded a £1,000 Derbyshire Grant 
for a music showcase and concert
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Your councillors

Natalie Hoy
Conservative
01629 539309

Barlborough
and Clowne

Christine Dale
Labour
07811 995612

Shirebrook
and Pleasley

Mick Yates 
Labour & Co-operative
07773 744684

Bolsover
North

Joan Dixon
Labour & Co-operative
07748 920070

Bolsover
South

Julian Siddle
Conservative
07773 744679

South
Normanton
and Pinxton

James Barron
Conservative
07773 744700

Tibshelf

How to contact your
Amber Valley

Alex Stevenson
Conservative
07850 651887 

Greater
Heanor

Gez Kinsella
Green Party
07773 744688

Duffield and
Belper South

John Nelson 
Conservative
07789 170716 

Belper

David Taylor
Conservative
07969 145114

Alport and
Derwent

Richard Iliffe
Conservative
07970 741509

Heanor
Central

Trevor Ainsworth
Conservative
07970 741787

Horsley

Paul Moss
Conservative
07773 744691

Ripley West
and Heage

Ron Ashton
Conservative
07970 337196

Ripley East
and Codnor

Philip Rose
Independent
07730 771794

Alfreton and
Somercotes

Erewash

Robert Flatley
Conservative
07970 741565

Ilkeston
East

Joel Bryan
Labour & Co-operative
07884 475298
 

Long
Eaton

Robert Parkinson
Conservative
07715 012459

Breaston

Carol Hart
Conservative
07748 797957

Breadsall and 
West Hallam

Wayne Major
Conservative
07780 222575

Sandiacre

Kewal Singh Athwal
Conservative
07970 741587

Sawley

Aaron Gibson
Conservative
07773 744707

Ilkeston
South

Tony King
Conservative
07970 741754

Ilkeston
West

Garry Hickton
Conservative
07970 741578

Petersham

Bolsover

High Peak

Linda Grooby
Conservative
07970 741769

Buxton North
and East

Tony Kemp
Conservative
07421 242400

Buxton
West

Nigel Gourlay
Conservative
07773 744709

Chapel and
Hope Valley

Damien Greenhalgh
Labour & Co-operative
07912 015891

Glossop and
Charlesworth

Jean Wharmby
Conservative
07970 741717

Glossop and
Charlesworth

Ruth George 
Labour & Co-operative
07816 935539 

Whaley
Bridge

Becki Woods
Labour
07970 741890

Etherow

Anne Clarke
Labour & Co-operative
07773 744701

New Mills

David Wilson
Conservative
07971 655923

Alfreton and
Somercotes
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For more information and to find out 
your councillor's email address visit 
derbyshire.gov.uk/councillors

county councillor
North East Derbyshire

Kevin Gillott
Labour
07786 702230

Clay Cross
South

Alex Dale
Conservative
01629 536068 

Dronfield
East

Carolyn Renwick
Conservative
07773 744678

Eckington and
Killamarsh

Angelique Foster
Conservative
01629 535650

Dronfield
West and
Walton

Mark Foster
Conservative
07773 744706 

Eckington and
Killamarsh

Barry Lewis
Conservative
07920 484207

Wingerworth
and Shirland

Jack Woolley
Conservative
07773 744683

Sutton

Charlotte Cupit
Conservative
07773 744703 

Clay Cross
North

South Derbyshire

Martyn Ford
Conservative
07748 920132

Etwall and
Repton

Gary Musson
Conservative
07590 277060 

Swadlincote
Central

Neil Atkin
Conservative
07583 111239 

Aston

David Muller
Conservative
07773 744704

Melbourne

Peter Smith
Conservative
07773 744680

Swadlincote
North

Stuart Swann
Conservative
07970 741687

Linton

Roger Redfern
Conservative
07773 744699

Swadlincote
South

Julie Patten
Conservative
07780 222568

Hilton

Derbyshire Dales

Simon Spencer
Conservative
07780 222564

Dovedale

Steve Bull
Conservative
07890 569611

Ashbourne

Sue Burfoot
Liberal Democrats
sue.burfoot@derbyshire.gov.uk 

Matlock

Susan Hobson
Conservative
07773 744686

Derwent
Valley

Dermot Murphy
Conservative
07773 744693

Wirksworth

Alasdair Sutton
Conservative
07773 744682

Bakewell

Chesterfield

Dean Collins
Labour & Co-operative
07773 744702

Brimington

Jean Innes
Labour & Co-operative
07969 145748

St Mary’s

Barry Bingham
Liberal Democrats
01246 453095 

Staveley
North and
Whittington

Paul Niblock
Liberal Democrats
07773 744695

Walton and
West

Ron Mihaly
Labour
07969 144929

Boythorpe
and Brampton
South

Ludwig Ramsey
Labour
07773 744696

Spire

Dave Allen
Labour
07802 780361

Birdholme

Ed Fordham
Liberal Democrats
07974 950512

Loundsley
Green and
Newbold

Anne-Frances Hayes
Labour
07773 744685 

Staveley

(text message only)
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Cost of living

Warm Spaces Fund
More than £780,000 is being provided 
by the county council to support 
residents affected by the rising cost of 
living this winter including £50,000 for 
warm spaces in community venues. 

The funding is part of a package 
of financial support being given to 
projects and organisations across 
the county that support vulnerable 
people with practical help, advice and 
information.

The Warm Spaces Fund will provide 
grants of up to £1,000 to organisations 
to help with the costs of either opening 
their venues, or where they already 
run activities, keeping them open for 
longer to provide a safe, warm space 
for people to go. 

To find out more and apply for a warm 
spaces grant go to derbyshire.gov.uk/
warmspaces

CHRISTMAS SAVING TIPS
Christmas Day fuddle
If you’re hosting Christmas Day dinner 
why not turn it into a ‘fuddle’. To save 
buying all the trimmings, ask family 
members to bring a dish each. It’ll save 
on the cost of food and energy too as well 
as saving on the dreaded washing up!

Shop savvy
When buying your Christmas Day dinner, 
keep an eye out for reduced items. Most 
supermarkets will considerably reduce 
the price of food that is close to its sell by 
date. These can be frozen to be used on 
the big day.

Low and slow
Rather than using the oven to cook 
Christmas dinner, pop items in a slow 
cooker wherever possible. Slow cookers 
cost on average around 5.5p per hour 
to run compared to an oven at 68p per 

hour. Another option to get those roast 
potatoes as crispy as possible is an air 
fryer if you have one. Like slow cookers, 
they are incredibly economical.

Christmas savings
To spread the cost of next Christmas, it’s 
never too early to be prepared. Saving 
as little as £5 per week over the year will 
create a nest egg of £260. Community 
Banks are a great place to save over 
the course of the year and unlike many 
“Christmas Clubs” your savings are 
protected, just like in a bank. 

Spreading the cost
If you absolutely need to borrow over 
the Christmas period, make sure you 
know how much the repayments will be 
and check you’ll be able to afford them. 
0% deals and Buy Now Pay Later can 
make it tempting to over-spend. There’s 
more info on saving and borrowing at 
derbyshire.gov.uk/creditunions

Ask for help 
If you find yourself in financial difficulty, please ask for help. The council’s Welfare Rights team can check you’re receiving all the 
benefits you should be and provide advice on benefit issues. For further information visit derbyshire.gov.uk/welfarebenefits

The festive season is nearly upon us and it can be a costly time of year. But there are 
ways to reduce the festive financial hangover – whether it’s spreading the cost of 
Christmas throughout the year or finding ways of spending less but giving more.

Festive countdown
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Chesterfield and North East Derbyshire 
Credit Union has proven to be a financial 
lifeline for one local resident.

Anna Smyth*, 55, from Bolsover, found 
her life completely turned upside down 
by events beyond her control.

Her mum died unexpectedly and shortly 
afterwards her bank account was emptied 
by hackers leaving her with no money. 

Anna borrowed from a loan shark who 
started making physical threats when she 
could not repay the money fast enough. 

The repayments caused her to fall behind 
with rent and council tax payments. This 
led to more pressures and her financial 
situation soon started to spiral out of 
control.

Anna said: “I felt desperate, alone and 
suicidal until I read about my local 
community bank. I made an appointment 
and spent my last two pounds on the bus 
fare to their office in Chesterfield.”

The credit union was able to help her with 
a loan and this lifeline enabled her to put 
her finances on the road to recovery.

Anna added: “Until I heard about the 
community bank I had nowhere to turn - 
now I feel like a new person with a great 
weight lifted off my shoulders.”

Manager Alan Ward said: “Community 
Banks are here to help – you don’t need 
savings or a perfect credit record to get 
a loan. However we do regard savings 
as important and all our members are 
encouraged to save as they borrow. 

“Learning to save can be done and will 
help you handle life’s financial ups and 
downs.” 

Chesterfield and North East Derbyshire 
Credit Union is a not-for-profit financial 
co-operative that is owned and controlled 
by its members. 

All loans are subject to affordability and 
credit checks.

*Name has been changed. Model used in photo.

Support with finances

Energy bills advice

If you’re worried about managing your 
money, including borrowing and saving, 
there’s help and support available  
locally.

Whether you need to borrow money, are 
struggling with debt or want to open a 
new bank account, community banks 
(also known as credit unions) could be an 
option.

Community banks have lots of benefits 
including:

• Letting you add to a savings pot at the 
  same time as repaying a loan

• Interest rates are capped at 42% –  

 much lower than payday lenders and 
  other high-cost lenders

• They can lend to you even if you’ve 
  been turned down for credit elsewhere

• They are non-judgemental and operate 
  on a case-by-case basis

• Getting a decision on a loan can be 
  done quickly and easily and many 
  lenders are also now accepting online 
  applications.

There are five Credit Unions and 
Community Banks across Derbyshire. 
To find details of your nearest visit 
derbyshire.gov.uk/savingsandcredit

Alan Ward, manager of Chesterfield and 
North East Derbyshire Credit Union  
offering advice and support

Thousands of vulnerable residents 
are receiving further help from 
a £5.4m extension to Derbyshire 
County Council’s Household Support 
Fund.

Last month the council approved 
a spending plan outlining how 
the Government funding will be 
distributed to support its most 
in-need residents over the winter 
months up to March 2023.

This includes helping families with 
children of all ages, older people and 
other low-income households with 
essential living and housing costs 
including food, energy for heating, 
lighting, cooking and water for 
household purposes.

derbyshire.gov.uk/
householdsupportfund

£5.4m household 
support fund  
this winter

If you’re struggling to afford your 
gas and electricity bills, contact your 
supplier to discuss ways to pay what 
you owe them. Your supplier has to 
help you come to a solution. 

Citizen’s Advice has advice if you are 
struggling to pay your bills as well as 
information about energy grants and 
benefits. Visit citizensadvice.org.uk/
energy 
If you think you’ll struggle to stay 
warm and afford your energy bills you 
can also contact Warmer Derby and 
Derbyshire on 0800 677 1332. This 
free energy helpline offers impartial 
advice on how to stay warm at home, 
afford energy bills and be more 
energy efficient. 

For advice on energy saving visit 
derbyshire.gov.uk/energysavingtips
• The Government’s Energy Bills 
Support Scheme provides a £400 
non-repayable discount to eligible 
households to help with their energy 
bills over winter 2022-2023. 

The discount is automatically applied 
to your bill, but if you’re on a pre-
payment meter you’ll need to check 
with your energy provider how you’ll 
receive the discount.Find out more derbyshire.gov.uk/costofliving

‘A great weight lifted off my shoulders’
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In memory

As the world paid tribute to the nation’s longest reigning 
monarch, Derbyshire joined in honouring Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth II while reflecting on a lifetime of service.

A lasting legacy to Her Majesty has been 
created in Derbyshire at Shipley Country 
Park in the form of The Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee Coppice.

The coppice is part of the Queen’s Green 
Canopy tree-planting scheme, launched 
in 2021 by the Queen and His Royal 
Highness The Prince of Wales, now His 
Majesty King Charles III.

It is made up of six hornbeam trees 
which hung from branches of the Tree 
of Trees – the centrepiece of the Jubilee 
events in London – that stood in front of 
Buckingham Palace and was seen on TV 
across the world.

The six hornbeams were secured for the 
county by the Derbyshire Lieutenancy – 
the monarch’s official representative in 
the county.

A seventh tree, a copper beech, was also 
gifted by the Lieutenancy and planted in 
the coppice’s centre.

Queen Elizabeth II visited Derbyshire on a 
number of occasions during her historic 
70-year reign and attended several events 
including the opening of Chesterfield 
Royal Hospital, the opening of Carsington 
Water and the 400th year anniversary 
of Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar School 
in Ashbourne, the opening of St Giles 
Primary School in Matlock and a visit to 
Thornton’s factory in Swanwick.

Each of the seven trees within the coppice 
represents a decade of Her Majesty’s 
reign, and the trees were all planted at an 
event in October in her memory.

The six trees which featured in the 
Jubilee celebrations are each dedicated 
to a Derbyshire organisation, school 
or service, and they have received the 
original aluminium pot that held their 
tree on the Tree of Trees, as well as their 
own sapling to plant from the county 
council.

County council leader Councillor Barry Lewis with Chief Executive of The Queen’s 
Green Canopy Colonel Dan Rex MVO at Shipley Country Park presenting a Tree of Trees 
aluminium pot with the Queen’s Cypher and a hornbeam sapling to young people from 
Landmarks Specialist College, Eckington

Commemorating  
70 years of service

Pictured at the proclamation service, 
from left to right, are Andrew 
Cochrane, Deputy High Sheriff; 
the Lord Lieutenant of Derbyshire 
Elizabeth Fothergill CBE; Derbyshire 
High Sheriff Michael Copestake; The 
Rt Revd Libby Lane, Bishop of Derby; 
Leader of the Council Councillor 
Barry Lewis, and Civic Chairman 
Councillor David Wilson

Hundreds 
of residents 
across 
Derbyshire 
paid their 
respects 
to Queen 
Elizabeth II 
by joining in 
a collective 
tribute following her sad passing.

Leader of Derbyshire County 
Council Councillor Barry Lewis, 
Civic Chairman Councillor David 
Wilson and Managing Director Emma 
Alexander led the tribute by opening 
a book of condolence at County 
Hall in Matlock. Additional books of 
condolence were opened in libraries 
around the county so local people 
could leave a written tribute and give 
thanks for Her Majesty’s life of service.

County Hall was lit purple during 
this time as a symbol of gratitude 
for her tireless service, dedication 
and duty to the United Kingdom, the 
Commonwealth and wider world.

The building also became a backdrop 
for the proclamation of the new 
King on Sunday, 11 September, 
when when Derbyshire High Sheriff 
Michael Copestake, accompanied by 
the Lord Lieutenant of Derbyshire 
Elizabeth Fothergill CBE, led a public 
ceremony on the steps of County Hall 
to formally confirm King Charles III as 
the monarch.

Derbyshire  
gives thanks
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Winter health

Getting your Covid-19 booster
The Covid-19 autumn booster 
vaccination programme is underway 
across Derbyshire – and Chesterfield man 
Terrence Etherington was one of the first 
to get the booster. 

Terrence, 78, said: “I got a letter inviting 
me to book for my booster so I made my 
appointment online which was quick 
and easy. I was able to find somewhere 
convenient that I can easily get to on the 
bus and it drops me off right outside.

“This is my fifth Covid-19 vaccination and 
I have it each time I am offered one.  It’s 
important that I have it because I want to 
keep the virus at bay. 

“I’ve never had Covid-19, but I have 
pulmonary thromboembolism which 
means I have breathing problems so it’s 
important I’m protected. While ever I’m 

offered a vaccine against Covid-19 I’ll 
continue to have it.”

If you’re eligible for the Covid-19 
booster you will be invited by the 
NHS when it’s time for you to book. 
You can book online at www.nhs.uk/
coronavirus-vaccination or call 119 
free of charge. Find out more about the 
Derbyshire Covid-19 booster rollout 
at joinedupcarederbyshire.co.uk/
covid-19 

Terrence Etherington was one of the first people in Derbyshire to get an autumn booster

Find out more derbyshire.gov.uk/staywellinwinter 

Staying well this winter

Keeping warm is especially important 
for older or more vulnerable people 
and those who have long-term 
medical conditions.

Below are some key points to help 
keep you warm and well.

• If you can’t heat your home, then 
  try to heat yourself – a heated fleece 
  or electric blanket will only cost a 
  few pence an hour to run but read 
  the safety instructions before use

• The most important time to put 
  heating on is first thing in the 
  morning as your house loses its heat 
  throughout the night

• Your blood pressure will rise when 
  you move from a warm place to 
  a cold place. If you have heart or 
  breathing conditions, then you 
  could put yourself at risk with 
  sudden temperature changes

• You burn more calories when you’re 
  cold so have hot drinks throughout 
  the day and try to eat at least one 
  hot meal a day.

Get more advice on how to stay warm 
and well in winter at derbyshire.gov.
uk/staywarminwinter 

Keeping warm

Winter brings with it a host of seasonal illnesses but you can help yourself and your 
family stay healthy by keeping up to date with vaccinations. If you or your family are 
offered any winter vaccines, including Covid-19 or flu, please take up the offer to  
help protect yourself and those you spend time with. 

Flu vaccination
Flu can make some people very 
poorly and can be life threatening. 
Find out more about flu, how to 
look after yourself and protect 
others at www.nhs.uk/flu
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Devolution

Next steps for  
£1.14 billion East 
Midlands devolution
Derbyshire residents are being asked 
for their views on a devolution proposal 
set to bring new powers and £1.14bn 
investment to the area.

Derbyshire County Council, 
Nottinghamshire County Council, Derby 
City Council and Nottingham City Council 
are running a public consultation about 
the proposal which the four councils 
signed up to in principle in the summer. 

Since then, the councils have been 
working together to build up the detail 
which includes more information about 
how the combined county authority 
would work.

The devolution proposal would provide 
the region with a guaranteed income 
stream of £38m per year over a 30-
year period and would cover around 
2.2million people, making it one of the 
biggest in the country. It would also see 
a new regional mayor and new type of 
combined authority created for the area 
from 2024. 

It wouldn’t mean scrapping or merging 

When it 
snows make 
sure you’re 
in the know
For info about:

Latest weather

What’s happening on 
the roads

Gritting routes and 
latest gritting activity

How to stay safe and 
warm in winter

Go to:
derbyshire.gov.uk/snow 
or find us on Facebook 
or Twitter

Signing the devolution proposal at Rolls-Royce are the four council leaders with former 
Secretary of State for Levelling Up Greg Clark, centre. Left to right, Councillor David Mellen 
of Nottingham, Councillor Barry Lewis of Derbyshire, Councillor Chris Poulter of Derby and 
Councillor Ben Bradley of Nottinghamshire

local councils, which would all continue 
to exist as they do now and would still 
be responsible for most public services 
in the area. The mayor and combined 
authority would instead focus on 
wider issues such as regeneration and 
employment across both cities and 
counties.

If the devolution proposal goes ahead 
it would create the first of a new type of 
combined authority which requires new 
legislation from central government. 

As well as the £1.14bn it would include an 
extra £16m for new homes on brownfield 
land and control over a range of budgets 
like the Adult Education budget, which 
could be better tailored to the needs of 
people in local communities.

Have your say
To take part in the consultation 
and find out more visit 
eastmidlandsdevolution.co.uk
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Highways

Spotlight on... flooding
Parts of Derbyshire have been hit by major flooding four times in recent years. 
Derbyshire Now looks at how one scheme is successfully helping flood victims and 
what you can do to protect yourself and your home if you live in a flood-risk area.

Shirley Harrop and her husband Jim have 
had the nightmare of being flooded three 
times in the past 15 years. 

The brook over the road from their 
bungalow in Renishaw, North-East 
Derbyshire, not only flooded their home 
but also flooded 12 of their neighbours’ – 
in 2007, 2012 and 2019.

The first flood was the worst, and Shirley 
said she was devastated: “We had to 
move out and live in a caravan for ten 
months while the bungalow dried out.

“All that was left were the four outside 
walls, and the smell was awful because 
we had sewage in the house.

“The next two floods were not quite so 
bad, but you get to a point where you 
don’t sleep when it rains. If I could hear 
rain in the night I’d be up in the early 
hours of the morning checking to see how 
high the brook was.”

But now Shirley and her neighbours can 
sleep soundly at night as work organised 
by Derbyshire County Council and paid 
for by the council and the Government 
has just been completed to make their 
homes more resilient to flooding. 

Special front and back doors have been 
fitted to the 13 homes – they have a 
watertight seal all round. Garages have 
had flood barriers fitted and special flood 
airbricks have been installed which still 
allow air in but make a tight seal if water 
is detected. 

If you live in a flood-risk area there are 
many precautions and advance plans 
that you can put in place in case the 
worst happens. The better prepared 
you are, the better you’ll cope in 
difficult conditions if it floods. Here’s 
how you can help prepare:

• Check to see if you’re at risk of 
  being flooded at derbyshire.gov.  
 uk/flooding  If you are, sign up on 
  this website for flood alerts

• Keep a list of useful numbers, such 
  as your insurance company and 
  the Environment Agency’s Floodline 
  number 0845 988 1188

• Put together an emergency flood kit 
  to include a torch, battery or wind- 
 up radio, regular medicine, rubber 
  gloves and insurance documents

• Make sure you know where to turn 
  off your gas and electricity supplies

• Make an action plan to use in the 
  event of a flood

• Take detailed photos of your home 
  and contents before and after a   
 flood

• Think about the needs of others, in 
  particular the elderly, children and 
  vulnerable. 

Top tips for preparing 
for a flood

Find out more derbyshire.gov.uk/flooding

Councillor Kewal Singh Athwal, the county council’s Cabinet Member for Highways Assets and Transport, meets Shirley Harrop at her 
home, with Councillor Carolyn Renwick, the council’s Cabinet Member for Infrastructure and Environment (right)

Special flood airbricks have been installed

All external water drains have been fitted 
with non-return valves to stop water 
coming back up into sinks and toilets in 
the event of a flood.

Shirley added: “Now the work has been 
done, it is a big relief. I feel elated. You go 
to bed and you can sleep because you are 
not worried it will happen again.”

Derbyshire County Council’s Cabinet 
Member for Highways Assets and 
Transport, Councillor Kewal Singh 
Athwal, who went to meet Shirley and her 
neighbours to find out how the scheme 
was working, said: “It was good to hear 
how the council has helped to reduce 
the flood risk to their homes. This is an 
excellent scheme and we are hoping to 
reduce the risk of flooding even further 
by working with local landowners 
upstream to see if natural flood risk 
management measures could help slow 
the flow to reduce the flood risk further 
downstream.”



Make a 
difference to  
your future and ours.....
Come and join our team
We have jobs available in:

• School catering

• Social work

• Care

• Highways

• Administration 

• Children’s residential homes

• and many more

For more information visit  
jobs.derbyshire.gov.uk or scan 

Follow us on

De
rb

ys
hi

re
 N

ow
 is

 p
ub

lis
he

d 
by

 D
er

by
sh

ire
 C

ou
nt

y 
Co

un
ci

l, 
Co

un
ty

 H
al

l, 
M

at
lo

ck
 D

E4
 3

AG


