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On request we can provide  
Derbyshire Now in Braille,  
large print or recorded onto CD.

Get in touch
derbyshire.gov.uk

Write to us at County Hall, 
Matlock, Derbyshire  
DE4 3AG or:

Email contact.centre@
derbyshire.gov.uk

 @derbyshirecc

 facebook.com/
derbyshirecc

 Derbyshire County 
Council
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Join thousands of local residents who receive regular news direct to their inbox. 
Sign up by 2 April 2023 and you could win dinner, bed and breakfast for two at the 
Horse and Jockey, Wessington, a contemporary gastro pub and hotel in the heart 
of the village. The pub and hotel offer high quality food created from the tastiest 
produce to ensure the freshest of flavours.

To sign up for Derbyshire Now enewsletter, go to derbyshire.gov.uk/derbyshirenow 
and click on the Sign Up button.*

Sign up to the Derbyshire Now eNewsletter for the 
chance to win dinner, bed & breakfast for two at  
the Horse & Jockey, Wessington

The contemporary gastro 
pub the Horse & Jockey

*Existing newsletter subscribers will be included in the prize draw. We will never release your email address to anyone else. Usual prize draw terms and conditions apply: derbyshire.
gov.uk/prizedraws. Terms & conditions: Valid for an overnight stay with dinner, bed and breakfast for two, subject to availability. Restrictions may apply. Valid until 31 July, 2023.

All details in Derbyshire Now  
are correct at time of going to press. 
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Welcome 
Welcome to the 
spring edition of 
Derbyshire Now 
where we focus 
on the year ahead 
and the support 
available to help 
our residents, 
businesses and communities thrive.

Our cover story features business success 
story Holly Hartley who, with the help of a 
Vision Derbyshire start-up grant from the 
county council, has taken her business 
from concept to reality in a few short 
months.

On pages 6 and 7, find out the impact our 
Derbyshire and Warm Spaces grants are 
having on the communities we serve. 

And on pages 12 and 13 you can read how 
the diverse range of services we provide 
are having a positive effect on people’s 
lives – from supporting one reader to 
lose weight and gain a new lease of life to 
helping a Derbyshire family with caring 
responsibilities enjoy some fun, family 
time together. 

Councillor Barry Lewis 
Leader, Derbyshire County Council

With spring just around the corner, I’m 
looking forward to some longer, warmer 
days when we can get out and about in 
our beautiful county. We’ve more than 
120 countryside sites you can explore, 
from country parks and green spaces to 
woodland and national trails, cycle ways 
and walking paths, see page 15.

To help you make the most of the coming 
months, we’ve worked with eight great 
Derbyshire attractions to bring you 
discount vouchers on days out. Find them 
on the back page. 

Finally, on page 14 you can find out how 
we’re managing to balance the books while 
still supporting our communities with vital, 
value-for-money services.

Setting the budget is always a challenge 
but we’ve worked hard to keep our council 
tax rise as low as possible, making it among 
the lowest rises in the country.

COMPETITION WINNER (from previous edition):  A £250 voucher to spend at  
Van Dyk by Wildes: G Garlick, Glossop.

Could you foster?

Call Derbyshire on
01629 533190

Text us on 86555
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News

Have your say
There are lots of ways you can  
find out more about the work 
of the county council, give your 
views and get involved.

Council meetings
These meetings will be taking place 
in person. If you’re interested in 
attending or would like further 
information, please email 
democratic.services@derbyshire.
gov.uk or call 01629 535550. The 
meeting dates are:

• 16 March Cabinet 2pm

• 22 March Full Council 2pm

• 6 April Cabinet 2pm

• 4 May Cabinet 2pm

• 24 May Annual Meeting 2pm 

• 15 June Cabinet 2pm

Council papers
Read the agenda and minutes  
for all cabinet, full council and 
committee meetings at  
democracy.derbyshire.gov.uk

Consultations
When the council plans to make 
changes to services you will have the 
opportunity to give your opinion. You 
can find out about consultations at 
derbyshire.gov.uk/haveyoursay or 
visit any library. 

Your Councillor
Find out who represents you at 
derbyshire.gov.uk/councillors

Chance to learn something new

Helping young people stay safe online

Bring your broken items to a Repair Café

If you’ve been thinking about getting 
back into learning, developing your 
skills or meeting new people, our adult 
education classes might just be for you.

With classes in everything from English 
to sewing and from German to cooking, 
there’s something to suit everyone. 

Derbyshire County Council’s Cabinet 
Member for Education Councillor  
Alex Dale said: “Whether you’re looking 
to gain a new qualification or just 
learn a new skill, our adult education 
courses cover a wide range of subjects. 
With options for online and face-to-

face learning at our adult community 
education centres and more than 100 
community venues, there’s something for 
learners of all levels.

“If you’re unsure about what course to 
take, or even if you have questions about 
changing careers, contact our friendly 
staff at your local centre who will be 
happy to answer any questions you may 
have or point you in the right direction.”

Find out more about classes, how to 
book and contact details for our centres 
at derbyshire.gov.uk/adulteducation

Councillor Alex Dale joins an embroidery lesson at Hunloke adult education centre, 
Chesterfield. From left, Judith Simpson, Jean Hartley, Sue Spriggs, Lesley Addison 
and creative textiles tutor Karen Herrick

Parents and carers are being urged to 
talk to their children about what they do 
online as part of the fight to keep them 
safe from online harm.

The call came from the Derbyshire 
Community Safety Partnership on 
Safer Internet Day 2023 on 7 February, 
after research showed a mismatch 

between what children in Derbyshire are 
experiencing online compared to what 
their parents think is happening.

For more information about helping 
young people stay safe online, including 
links to where you can find out how to 
start the conversation, visit derbyshire.
gov.uk/saferinternetday

There are 14 Repair Cafés across the 
county run by skilled volunteers. The 
cafés cut waste, build repair skills, and 
save you money. 

Bring along small electricals, clothes, 
garden tools, bikes, computers, hand 
tools, furniture and more. You can watch 
the repair being done so you may be 
confident to do it yourself next time.  
Repair Cafés are community events with 

homemade refreshments and often 
other activities going on. Repairs are free 
though donations are welcome.

Find out more, including how to set up a 
Repair Café in your area, derbyshire.gov.
uk/repaircafes

Goods that are beyond repair can be 
taken to your local household waste 
recycling centre derbyshire.gov.uk/
recycling

Small electricals can often be repaired 
at your local Repair Café
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Time to Multiply

Festival of business

Multiply offers easy access to free 
numeracy courses and initiatives that can 
help you brush up your maths skills and 
become more confident with numbers.

Whether you’re looking to better 
manage budget and bills or open up new 
opportunities in your career, Multiply 
could be for you. 

Multiply is available to anyone in 
Derbyshire aged 19 or over that doesn’t 
already have a GCSE at grade C (or 
equivalent) in maths and there are 
courses to suit beginners as well as 
those wanting to take Level 2 or GCSE 
qualifications. 

With online tutorials and content 
available, you will also be able to learn 
at a pace and time that suits you. Visit 
derbyshire.gov.uk/multiply to find out 
more. 

Derbyshire prepares for the Coronation
Derbyshire is gearing up for the 
Coronation of His Majesty the King on 
Saturday, 6 May.

The ceremony, at Westminster Abbey, 
will see His Majesty King Charles III 
crowned alongside The Queen Consort.

An extra bank holiday will take place 
on Monday, 8 May, in recognition of the 
historic occasion.

Keep a lookout for more information on 
the county council’s website derbyshire.
gov.uk

If you run your own 
business in Derbyshire 
or work for a small local 
firm, then there’s still 
time to catch some 
of the free workshops and networking 
activities on offer as part of Derbyshire 
Festival of Business.

The festival, which is co-ordinated 
by the University of Derby and East 
Midlands Chamber of Commerce, runs 
until 31 March 2023. It aims to connect 
and support local organisations while 
showcasing our county’s businesses to 
future customers and investors.

The programme is funded by Vision 
Derbyshire which is a collaboration of 
local authorities across Derbyshire, 
delivering priority projects that have a 
positive impact on people’s lives across 
the county.

To find out more visit derby.ac.uk/fob

Go-ahead for Ashbourne town 
centre transformation
Major transformations 
for Ashbourne town 
centre are on the 
cards after a £15m 
investment from the 
Government.

The project will 
transform a number 
of public spaces 
including Market Place, 
Victoria Square, Millennium Square and 
Shrovetide Walk. The money will also 
pay to turn the Methodist Church into a 
multi-purpose community building. The 
hub will provide a wide range of event 
and meeting spaces, a performance 
venue and flexible work areas with high 
quality digital provision.

Derbyshire County Council’s Deputy 
Leader Councillor Simon Spencer 
said: “Everyone involved worked hard 
to submit a very strong bid, and by 
involving organisations from across the 

town this has proved to be successful.”  

Partners in the project include 
Derbyshire County Council, Derbyshire 
Dales District Council, Ashbourne 
Town Team, Ashbourne Town Council, 
AshCom and Ashbourne Methodist 
Church.

• Proposals to build a relief road in 
Ashbourne have taken a step forward. 

A pre-planning application for the 
development has been submitted to 
highlight any issues which may need to 
be overcome before the county council 
submits a full planning application.

The proposals were put together 
following a public consultation to 
choose a preferred route for the road, 
designed to help tackle congestion in 
the town.

For more information visit derbyshire.
gov.uk/ashbournereliefroad

Artist’s impression of Ashbourne town centre. PHOTO: COURTESY OF LATHAMS

Councillor 
Simon Spencer
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Were you among the thousands of 
visitors who flocked to see spectacular 
displays of light and sound as part of 
our latest Shine A Light season?

Cutting-edge projections, moving 
animations, special effects, and live 
music were combined to tell the story 
of four iconic Derbyshire buildings 
at Arkwright’s Mill in Cromford, 
Derbyshire County Council’s very 
own Elvaston Castle, Barrow Hill 

Roundhouse near Chesterfield and the 
National Trust’s Hardwick Hall.

Delivered by internationally-renowned 
Derbyshire-born video projection 
artists Illuminos, Shine A Light was 
designed to celebrate Derbyshire’s 
rich history and cultural heritage, 
boost the visitor economy and 
extend the tourism season during 
the traditionally quieter autumn and 
winter months.

Shine A Light wows thousands

Free careers advice 
If you’re aged 19 or over and 
need advice and guidance about 
career opportunities, learning and 
employment, Derbyshire County 
Council can help you get ahead. 

The council’s qualified careers coaches 
can help you with CVs, interview skills, 

application forms, searching for jobs as 
well as courses and qualifications. 

You can contact the careers service in 
person or by telephone, video call, text 
or email. The service is also available for 
residents aged 18 who are not currently 
in education, employment or training. 
Find out more at derbyshire.gov.uk/
careersservice

Two Derbyshire projects have been 
awarded a share of £7m from government 
for local improvements in the East 
Midlands.

£750,000 has been earmarked for a 
new 1¼ mile cycling and walking route 
connecting Markham Vale to the existing 
cycle route in Staveley. 

And a £1.5m contribution is being made 
towards the cost of a new roundabout 
built by Derbyshire County Council on 
behalf of High Peak Borough Council 
on the A6 at Fairfield in Buxton. The 
roundabout provides access to sites for 
461 new homes, including 30% classified 
as affordable.

The funding, which has been given the 

green light, is part of an early investment 
offered to our area as part of devolution 
negotiations. It is not dependent on 
devolution proposals going ahead.

It is part of £18m on offer from the 
Government to the region for investment 
in different projects supporting local 
priorities, which relate to housing, the 
environment, infrastructure, skills, and 
transport in Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire, 
Derby and Nottingham.

A public consultation about East 
Midlands devolution proposals closed in 
January. Results of the consultation are 
due to be published soon. 

For more information 
eastmidlandsdevolution.co.uk 

Devolution negotiations bring early investment

Shine A Light at Hardwick Hall 

Make a 
difference 
to your 
future  
and ours...
Come and 
join our team
We have jobs 
available in:
• School catering
• Social work
• Care
• Highways
• Administration 
• Children’s  

residential homes
• and many more

For more  
information visit  
jobs.derbyshire.gov.uk 
or scan

Follow us on 



Nestled in an outbuilding on a farm in 
Amber Valley, Swanwick Men’s Shed 
is quietly transforming the lives of its 
members.

Set up in 2017, it provides a safe, 
supportive network benefiting the 
physical and mental health and 
wellbeing of men and women who gather 
to put old skills to good use – or learn 
new ones – by refurbishing old tools and 
making things out of wood.

From modest beginnings, the Shed is in 
demand making all sorts from garden 
benches and log stores to bespoke trellis 
and obelisks, play structures and other 
larger projects for local schools and 
environment groups – so much so that 
their old equipment was no longer up to 
the job.

Thankfully, Derbyshire County Council 
was able to help out following an 
application to its Derbyshire Grants 
scheme, resulting in a £3,845 grant to pay 
for a spiral block planer.

The grant means the Shed can offer 
better quality products and more  
activity for its growing membership 
including men like Peter, a retired 
engineer, aged 80.

“We moved to Derbyshire from Norfolk 

and then Christine, my wife and dearest 
friend, died of cancer early in 2017,” said 
Peter. 

“I had no local contacts, and I was 
in a very bad situation. My daughter 
suggested that I should investigate the 
Swanwick Men’s Shed and since then I 
have been at the shed most Saturdays 
and Thursdays.

“I don’t work on projects of my own but 
I’m more than happy to assist others 
if I can. These activities have been an 
amazing help coming to terms with my 
new single life, the very fact of meeting 
all my new friends, working, laughing 
and eating sausages together is a most 
important part of my shed life.”

Charlie Parkes, of the Shed management 
team, said: “The planer means we can 
offer more activities for our growing 
membership and new members are 
always welcome.”

Find out more about the Men’s Shed at 
valleycids.co.uk/mens-shed

Derbyshire Grants
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‘Plane’ sailing  
to get a grant

Derbyshire Grants are helping community groups up 
and down the county. Derbyshire Now catches up with a 
project that is reaping the benefits.

Derrek Thurlow  demonstrates 
a spiral block planer, funded by 

a Derbyshire Grant, to fellow 
member Charlie Parkes and 

Councillor Carol Hart

‘These activities have 
been an amazing help 
coming to terms with 
my new single life’

Find out more including deadlines for applications derbyshire.gov.uk/derbyshiregrants

Keep on granting
Derbyshire Grants are being  
awarded up to the end of 2023 and 
there is still almost £700,000 left in 
the £1.5m pot.

Small grants of up to £1,000, larger 
ones of between £20,000 and £50,000 
and even exceptional grants of more 
than £50,000 are up for grabs.

If your project, group or activity 
supports one or more of the council’s 
five main priorities, you could  
qualify:

• Helping residents feel safe

• Supporting young people

• Encouraging residents to be  
 more active

• Supporting ‘green’ issues and 
  sustainability

• Encouraging people to get  
 involved in their communities.

Encouraging more groups to 
apply, the county council’s Cabinet 
Member for Health and Communities 
Councillor Carol Hart, pictured above, 
said: “It’s great to see our grants 
supporting such a wide range of 
exciting projects, including Swanwick 
Men’s Shed. 

“I’d like to thank everyone for their 
commitment to our communities and 
encourage more groups to apply.”
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A community space in Belper has opened its doors to  
offer warmth and crafts thanks to a warm spaces grant.

A warm welcome
Since the 
Warm Spaces 
Fund was set 
up, the county 
council has 
awarded 
grants 
totalling more 
than £125,000 
to voluntary, 
community 
and charity 
organisations 
supporting 
Derbyshire residents over the colder 
winter months.

So far, there have been 142 successful 
applications for up to £1,000 
towards the cost of providing a free, 
welcoming space for people to meet 
up, have a sit down and a chat and 
maybe enjoy a warm drink and snack 
without the worry of energy bills. 
Venues include libraries, cafés, sports 
centres and churches.

And there have been more than 3,000 
visits to a county council-funded 
warm space since November.

The deadline for applications has now 
passed, but you can still find out more 
about the scheme at derbyshire.gov.
uk/warmspaces

Supporting residents 
over the colder months

Viv Scott, Janie Marshall and Chrissie Jordan (l-r) 
enjoy getting together for crafting at the  

No.28 community space in Belper

A warm welcome awaits the people of 
Belper on a chilly day. Every Monday, 
since receiving a Warm Spaces Grant 
from Derbyshire County Council, the 
No.28 community space in the Market 
Place opens its doors for warmth, 
company, hot drinks, wifi and crafts.

It’s Andrea Fox’s first time and as a full-
time carer for her dad, until he died, she 
had to give up work and a social life, so 
she’s taking steps to get back out into the 
world.

“I just want to get out of the house 
and find life again,” she said. “The 
combination of a warm space and 
meeting other people again is much 
better than sitting alone and worrying 
about the price of fuel.”

Andrea and another visitor, Chrissie 
Jordan, are going to try their hands at 
basket weaving, led by artist Tân Draig of 
Fleet Arts. 

Chrissie, Viv Scott and Janie Marshall  
have been busy knitting, sitting on comfy 
couches around a low table strewn with 
needles, wool and knitted teddies. The 
completed teddies will be sent to Teddies 
for Tragedies, an organisation that sends 

cuddly toys to children in disaster zones.

Viv said: “If anyone would like to have 
a go at knitting we’re happy to teach 
them.”

Janie said the crafting is an ice-breaker. 
“If people need a warm space and feel 
lonely it can be hard just to walk in 
somewhere. But having something to do 
gives people a good excuse to come and 
chat. It’s warm here and it saves people 
putting the heating on. There’s no shame. 
Everyone gets a warm welcome.”

Organisers Stewart Marshall and Keith 
Venables say they’re getting about 20 
people each Monday and expect the 
numbers to rise. 

Keith said: “People come in because they 
can save money on heating at home, but 
also because it’s a friendly place to be.” 

“We’ve had some people come in with 
their laptops and work, as well for the 
warmth, hot drinks and conversation,” 
added Stewart. Tea and coffee are 
donated by the Co-op.

Stewart and Keith can also signpost 
people to other services such as money 
advice and social groups.
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Roads

“We’re really starting 
to see the benefits 
now,” said Councillor 
Kewal Singh Athwal, 
Derbyshire’s Cabinet 
Member for Highways 
Assets and Transport. 

“It’s been a huge 
undertaking, but we’ve 
made a lot of progress since starting this 
ambitious project and you can really see 
the difference it’s making.

“We know the improvement works will 
have caused some traffic problems and 
I would like to thank the public for their 
patience.”

Since the programme started two years 
ago, the county council’s highways 
team and contractors have resurfaced 
150 roads, applied a surface treatment 
to over 400 roads and improved 72 
pavements.

A lot of work has also gone into 
improving 130 rights of way, including 
installing 1,200 new finger post direction 
signs to make it easier for walkers to 
follow public footpaths in the beautiful 
Derbyshire countryside.

More than 250 bus stops have been made 
more accessible and nearly 100 new bus 
shelters have been installed, protecting 
travellers on public transport. But a lot 
of ‘invisible’ work is also underway such 
as drainage improvements, repairs to 

bridges and retaining walls.

On major roads, 8,434 street lights have 
been replaced – fitted with LED bulbs to 
bring energy costs down and reduce CO2 
emissions, as part of the council’s journey 
to cut carbon.

For the coming year the council 
will be spending around £40m on 
maintaining roads and pavements, 
including the list of expenditure 
below, as well as other schemes 
approved in earlier years.

Road maintenance  
and pothole repairs ...................  £12.5m

Pavements ..................................  £2.8m

Drainage and flood  
relief schemes ......................... £700,000

Bridges, retaining walls and  
highway boundary structures  .....  £1.6m

Landslip site investigations  
and temporary solutions ......... £950,000

Signs, lines and signals  ........... £700,000

Street lighting ......................... £440,000

Public rights of way  ................ £715,000

Cycle routes ............................ £290,000

Greenways .............................. £405,000

Contingency to cover  
unexpected issues like inflation, 
emergencies etc  .........................  £2.4m

Total ...................................... £23.5m

Over the past two years the county council has spent £80m on improving roads and 
pavements as part of an ambitious three-year £120m programme. As the work moves 
into the final year, Derbyshire Now finds out how work is progressing.

With around 3,500 miles of roads to 
look after in Derbyshire, the council 
works hard to use its repair budget 
wisely while balancing the books. The 
three different solutions to repairing 
roads are:

• Pothole patching – quick, 
straightforward repairs to help 
minimise disruption for local road 
users and protect the road surface. 
£60 average per pothole repair

• Surface dressing – used on roads 
in good condition to extend their 
lifespan by between 10 and 15 years. 
Any potholes are fixed then bitumen is 
applied to ‘glue’ the new chippings to 
the surface. £6 per square metre

• Road resurfacing  – when the 
road has reached the end of its life, 
the whole surface is removed and 
repairs made to the foundations. 
This is expensive and can often mean 
the road needs to be closed. £40 per 
square metre

Highways inspectors regularly patrol 
the county, reporting potholes and 
other defects that need fixing. But the 
council also relies on local residents to 
be its eyes on the ground and report 
potholes as they spot them.

The best way to report potholes or other defects on the roads is online at derbyshire.gov.uk/reportit  
The more information you can give the better so the team can easily find them.

Councillor Kewal Singh Athwal, front right, with  
project engineer John Bourne to his left, with one  

of the council’s roadworker teams at the back,  
Damien Holmes, Rob Turner and Matt Foster

Making a difference

We can fix it!

Councillor Kewal 
Singh Athwal
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Cost of living support

Helping Derbyshire households through 
the rise in the cost of living is at the heart 
of the work carried out by the county 
council’s welfare rights team.

In the past nine months, they’ve helped 
Derbyshire residents claim millions of 
pounds of extra financial support.

This has included supporting people 
to claim additional benefits such as 
Attendance Allowance, Carer’s Allowance, 
Council Tax Benefit, Housing Benefit and 
Pension Credit.

They’ve also helped challenge benefits 
decisions and shared advice about 
council tax and housing support.

Here are just some of their stories:

John Smith*, 72, from Bolsover got in 
touch after reading about the welfare 
benefits support offered by the county 
council.

The welfare rights team helped John 
make an attendance allowance claim 
which, in turn, entitled John and his wife 

to Pension Credit of £168.97 per week.

In total the couple are better off by more 
than £230 per week.

They were also entitled to both 
government Cost of Living payments of 
£324 and £326.

John said: “We can’t thank you enough, 
we never would have had any of this 
extra money without you.”

The welfare rights team completed 
a benefits check over the phone for 
Barbara Rogers*, 74, from Chesterfield.

They found she was eligible for 
attendance allowance as both her and 
her husband care for each other. This 
means they can now receive Pension 
Credit of more than £172 per week as 
well as a full council tax reduction.

The couple are better off by more than 
£263 per week and also qualified for the 
government’s Cost of Living payment of 
£324.

*names have been changed

The council’s welfare rights team are here to make sure Derbyshire residents get the 
support they need.

If you believe you’ve received an 
incorrect benefits decision, then the 
council’s welfare rights team can help. 

It’s always best to get advice right 
away – don’t put that decision letter 
in a drawer – get in touch as soon as 
possible.

Call the county council’s helpline on 
01629 531535 to speak to an advisor.

Find out where you can get support and information at derbyshire.gov.uk/costofliving

More people are eligible for help with 
their council tax bill than you may 
realise. 

If you’re on a low income you can 
apply for the Council Tax Support 
Scheme. The amount of help you 
get will depend on your household 
income and savings. 

Some people are also classed as 
exempt from council tax. Find out 
more about council tax exemptions 
and discounts at derbyshire.gov.uk/
counciltaxhelp  
You can also find more information 
about council tax discounts and who 
is eligible at gov.uk/council-tax/
who-has-to-pay

Extra 
help for 
residents

Help to challenge 
benefits decisions

Council Tax support

If you currently receive benefits and 
have been sent a letter about moving 
onto Universal Credit, the council’s 
welfare rights team can help if you have 
any concerns or need advice.

The Government has recommended 
that people seek independent advice 

before moving to Universal Credit to 
ensure that it’s the right move for them.

You can call the welfare rights team 
helpline on 01629 531535. You can 
also find out more about Universal 
Credit online at  derbyshire.gov.uk/
universalcredit

Moving onto Universal Credit
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Fostering

“The county council is looking for 
people to start their fostering journey 
today so if you could provide a safe, 
loving and stable home to a child in 
Derbyshire, now’s the perfect time to 
find out more. 

“There are different opportunities 
to suit your circumstances including 
short-term emergency placements, 
respite care or long-term fostering. 
The friendly fostering team will be 
with you every step of the way, and 
you’ll receive training, benefits and 
financial support.”

Find out more at derbyshire.gov.uk/
fostering or call us on 0800 083 7744. 

We first became interested in 
fostering in 2003 but we had 
to wait a little while until my 

husband’s work didn’t take him away 
from home as much. Then when the time 
was right we enquired with the county 
council. 
I had experience working with children in 
a primary school, but I was still worried 
about the challenges we might face. Once 
we’d had our training and were approved 
as carers we started by providing respite 
care and then that became long-term 
fostering. 
One of the most amazing things about 
our journey is that one of the boys we 
fostered found his forever home with us. 
We went through the adoption process, 
and it’s been an incredibly rewarding 
experience to be a part of his life, and to 
watch him thrive and go off to university. 
We’re also in the process of finalising 
another permanent long-term fostering 
placement. 
Our long-term placements have been 
incredibly rewarding and have changed 

Becoming a foster carer 
not only changes your 
life, it also changes the 
life of a local child. Kate 
and her husband, from 
Whaley Bridge, have 
been fostering for nearly 
20 years. Here, Kate 
talks about her journey 
and some of her most 
rewarding moments... 

Could this  
be the 
year you 
start your 
fostering 
journey?x

our lives, but we’ve also been able to 
support local children in shorter-term 
placements too. 
We accepted an emergency placement 
for a teenage girl who was having a few 
difficulties and not wanting to go to 
school. She said she would come and 
see if it would help, and if not, we could 
make other plans.

It wasn’t easy at first, but she ended up 
doing well and getting back into school. 
It ended up that with our support she 
was able to finish Year 11 with her peers 
and we got to turn our living room into 
a fun place for her and her friends to get 
ready for the school prom together. It was 
an amazing moment to recognise how far 
she had come, and to have played a part 
by providing her with a safe 
and loving home when she 
needed it the most.”

Kate Keeling and her husband have found fostering incredibly rewarding

Councillor Julie 
Patten, Cabinet 
Member for 
Children’s Services 
and Safeguarding, 
said:

‘One of the boys we 
fostered found his 
forever home with us’

Make a difference
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Business support

When Holly Hartley traded a successful 
teaching career spanning 22 years to 
open her own antiques and interior 
design shop, she admits some people 
thought she was crazy.

But when the opportunity arose to set up 
shop in her home village of Hayfield in 
the High Peak, she seized the opportunity 
to turn her passion from pastime to 
profession.

Now, six months on, the former 
headteacher has exceeded her sales 
targets to date. And she credits the 
support she received from Vision 
Derbyshire’s Business Start-up Support 
Scheme for helping her new business 
The Calico Bazaar become an overnight 
success.

Holly said: “I love travelling and I’ve 
been lucky enough to teach in Africa and 
Australia and I was always lugging back 
lovely items that I’d found on my travels.

“I started selling some stuff online and 
then when the shop became available in 

the village it was too good an opportunity 
to miss. 

“I wanted to give something back to 
my community and help to make it the 
thriving village I remember from my 
childhood. It’s difficult for businesses 
in the current climate but the support I 
received from Vision Derbyshire allowed 
me to create something very special that I 
wouldn’t have been able to create on my 
own.”

Holly was awarded a grant of up to 
£10,000 after a successful application to 
the scheme as well as practical advice 
and support on business and financial 
planning.

She added: “When you’re buying and 
selling unique pieces you’re flying blind 
with pricing, but the advice I received 
really helped me focus on things like my 
business plan and the financial side.

“I love finding, restoring and selling these 
pieces. It’s not just selling furniture – they 
all have a story. It’s social history.”

Holly Hartley at her antiques 
and interior design shop  

The Calico Bazaar in Hayfield

From pastime  
to profession

It’s a challenging time for some Derbyshire small businesses. Derbyshire Now looks 
at the support on offer to help them set-up, thrive and survive.

Business support 
to go greener
More local 
businesses and 
organisations are 
being supported 
to cut energy costs 
and become more 
sustainable through 
the county council’s 
Green Entrepreneurs 
Fund.

Councillor Tony King, Derbyshire 
County Council’s Cabinet Member 
for Clean Growth and Regeneration, 
said: “More than £890,000 has already 
been awarded to businesses and 
organisations through the programme 
and changes to the eligibility criteria 
mean even more will now be able 
to apply for grants to support green 
energy plans such as fitting solar 
panels, electric vehicle charge points 
or air source heat pumps.”

Changes made to the programme’s 
Small Grants Fund mean even more 
businesses and organisations will 
be able to access funding to help 
implement green energy plans.

The programme is run in collaboration 
with the University of Derby.

Visit derby.ac.uk/gep for more 
information.

Turn to p4 to find out about further support available through the Derbyshire Festival of Business.

Could Vision Derbyshire’s 
Business Start-up Support 
Scheme help you?
If you’re nervous about starting your 
new venture then talking to an adviser 
could help you achieve your dream. If 
you’re starting up in Derbyshire, a team 
of expert business advisers can offer 
free, one-to-one impartial support and 

advice. Grant funding is also available 
subject to meeting eligibility criteria. 

Support is also available to local 
businesses in their first 12 months 
of trading. Vision Derbyshire is a 
collaboration of local authorities across 
Derbyshire delivering priority projects 
that have a positive impact on local 
people’s lives. Visit derbyshire.gov.uk/
VisionDerbyshireBusinessSupport

Councillor 
Tony King
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Live Life Better Derbyshire

One Derbyshire woman 
has seen her health – and 
outlook – turn around 
thanks to support from the 
county council’s Live Life 
Better Derbyshire team.

Jan Warsop, aged 62, started the Live Life 
Better weight management programme 
in January 2022 and has lost nearly four-
and-a-half stone.

A Volunteer Team Leader for Chesterfield 
Canal Trust, Jan has been amazed at 
the changes she’s seen since starting the 
programme.

“I have so much more energy and I can do 
so much more than I did before,” she said.

“I was having serious problems with my 
knee and genuinely thought I needed 
a knee replacement but now, although 
I still get some slight discomfort, I 
would struggle to describe it as pain. 
This is despite the fact that I’m walking 
significantly further than I could ever 
have imagined possible a year ago.”

With support from the council’s Live 
Life Better advisors, Jan found herself 
unlocking a whole new way of thinking 
which has helped her on an incredible 
journey to a healthier version of herself.

“I didn’t appreciate I had the ability to 
help myself,” she admits. I just needed to 
unlock the mindset that would make the 
difference.”

As well as increasing the amount of 
exercise she does, Jan also made other 
changes that have helped with her weight 
loss, including proper portion control 
– she uses a smaller plate – and now 
realises the importance of a balanced 
diet.

“One of my biggest discoveries has been 
how important protein is in sustaining 
us,” explained Jan, from Calow.  

“Now, rather than reaching for a piece of 
fruit or a low-calorie cereal bar, I always 
have a stock of hard boiled eggs in my 
fridge.”

Currently doing a sponsored walking 
challenge – 15,000 steps a day – Jan 
is keen that other people grab the 
opportunity to get healthier. 

“I want everyone to get the new lease of 
life that I have been given,” she urged. “It 
requires some commitment – and you 
need to get your mind in the right place 
to do it. 

“There will be times that you falter and 
times when all your efforts do not seem 
to be getting you anywhere but just keep 
the end goal in sight and keep at it.”

‘I want 
everyone 
to get the 
new lease 
of life that 
I’ve been 
given’

Find out more about Live Life Better Derbyshire’s free healthy lifestyles service which 
includes help with stopping smoking, weight management and getting active by 

calling 0800 085 2299 or visit livelifebetterderbyshire.org.uk

Health programme 
for families
A new healthy 
families 
programme 
for parents 
and carers of 
children aged 
0 to 12 is helping increase parents’ 
confidence on a wide range of topics 
including food, emotional wellbeing, 
mealtimes, healthy family lifestyles 
and physical activity.

The eight-week course is designed to 
build on existing knowledge, as well 
as introduce new skills to help identify 
any changes that may be needed. 

The programme also offers a choice of 
one-off taster sessions to encourage 
families to try out new activities 
together. 

Delivered to Derbyshire families 
through partnerships with schools and 
community groups, there’s also an 
option to attend groups online too.

To find out more visit 
livelifebetterderbyshire.org.uk/
healthyfamilies or call  
0800 085 2299 (option 2).

Jan Warsop has lost nearly four-and-a-half stone with the support of the Live Life Better 
advisors. (Inset) Before the programme



support, carer assessments, training, 
opportunities to meet with other carers 
and more.

“The support we’ve received from DCA 
has been fantastic,” said Lisa. “We had a 
carer’s assessment and I received a carer 
personal budget from the council which 
is to help make life easier for carers. We 
bought some passes for English Heritage 
so we could have some days out as a 
family and enjoy the fresh air together. 

“It made such a positive impact on our 
family life and mental health,” she added.  

The couple, who have two teenagers, 
Axl, 17, and 16-year-old Joe, have even 
formed a local singing group for other 
carers. 

Peter said: “We’re so much more than  
just a singing group – we’re a family. We 
love to help other carers and their loved 
ones and we can signpost them to advice 
and information too.” 
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Carers

Carer Lisa Nicholls (far right) with her husband Peter and teenagers Joe and Axl. Together they’ve formed a singing group for other carers

You may be surprised to learn that 
there are more than 70,000 people in 
Derbyshire providing invaluable, unpaid 
support with day-to-day living tasks or 
personal care to a family member or 
friend. 

Among them is Lisa Nicholls, 50, 
from Ripley, who is a carer for her 
husband Peter, 66, who has anxiety and 
agoraphobia – a fear of not being able to 
escape which prevents him from going 
outside without support. 

Lisa hasn’t always seen herself as a carer 
and she didn’t think about asking for help 
until her husband’s community support 
worker from the county council told her 
about the support they offer to carers 
through the Derbyshire Carers Association 
(DCA) and put them in touch. 

“The lines become very blurred when 
you’re someone’s spouse but you’re 
looking after them at the same time,” 
explained Lisa. “I’m a confident and 
capable person but when you’re used to 
being the one giving the help, it’s hard to 
ask for it for yourself.”

DCA delivers a wide range of support 
services to carers on behalf of the county 
council. This includes information, advice 
and guidance, home visits, telephone 

Caring for your  
loved ones

Do you care for someone who is ill, 
frail, suffers from a physical or mental 
health condition or impairment, is 
autistic, living with dementia, drug, 
or alcohol dependent? If so, you could 
be a carer and entitled to a carer’s 
assessment which will identify any 
help and support you may need.  
Visit derbyshirecarers.co.uk or call 
01773 833833 for more information.

Am I a carer?

If you look after someone who couldn’t cope without your help do you know where to 
find help and support? Find out how the county council is making life just that little 
bit easier for a Derbyshire family.

For more information about carers’ rights, benefits including Carer’s Allowance, support, advice and guidance 
 visit derbyshire.gov.uk/carers

‘When you’re used to 
being the one giving  
the help, it’s hard to  
ask for it yourself’

Councillor Natalie Hoy, 
the county council’s 
Cabinet Member 
for Adult Care said: 
“Derbyshire carers 
play an invaluable role 
supporting and looking 
after their loved ones and 
in return we’re committed 
to looking after them. If you’re a carer, 
please get in touch to find out about the 
range of support services we offer.” 

For more information visit derbyshire.
gov.uk/carers
Visit wednesdaywellbeingsinging.com  
to find out more about the singing group.

Councillor 
Natalie Hoy
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Budget

Providing vital services and giving 
value for money to residents

This year 
more than 
most, setting 

a balanced budget 
has been a tough 
challenge.

Derbyshire County 
Council prides itself 
on being well-managed, efficient and 
financially stable, balancing its books 
year on year while continuing to provide 
vital, high quality, value-for-money 
services for our residents.

This year the reality of financial pressures 
facing councils, and households, are far 
greater than experienced before, with 
most pressures being beyond anyone’s 
control.

Inflation, fuel and energy costs and the 
continuing high demand for essential 
services to protect and care for older and 
vulnerable people and children have all 
been significant when setting the budget. 
Inflation alone has seen an extra £39.6m 
needed to keep services running at the 
same level for 2023-24.

Household finances were at the forefront 
of our minds when considering council 
tax, and we believe a 3.75% rise is fair.

It will mean an extra 80p per week 
(£41.55 per year) for an average band B 
household, and for band D the rise will be 
£1.03 per week (£53.42 per year). 

It’s below the 5% maximum allowed 
by government, and while it will help 
us raise funds to provide vital services, 
importantly it does not pass on the rising 
costs in their entirety to our residents.

And at 3.75%, this rise is expected to 

*includes council tax, direct Government funding and use of reserves.
**H&C – Health and Communities inc trading standards.    ***pp – per person.

Looking after 3,386 miles of roads and 
gritting 1,550 miles 
Fixing more than 100,000 potholes and 
increasing resources to fix more in the winter  
Awarding more than £890,000 
to local businesses and 
organisations through our 
Green Entrepreneurs Fund
Working with partners 
to secure a £1.14bn 
devolution deal for 
the East Midlands 
Securing £47m 
Department for 
Transport funding 
to improve bus 
services
Running nine 
recycling centres 

Providing 1-2-1 
trading standards 
support to people 
vulnerable to scams and 
fraud, preventing losses of 
around £80,000
Loaning two million books and 
digital items (ebooks, eaudiobooks, 
emagazines) via our library service
Attracting 190,000 virtual visits and 
30,000 visitors to the Buxton 
Museum and Art Gallery

Supporting more than 1,500 people to lose 
weight, giving more than 1,700 people stop 

smoking advice and seeing more than 
1,100 quit smoking after a month through 

Live Life Better Derbyshire
Helping more than 18,850 people 

maximise their benefits
Dealing with more than 

32,300 requests 
for social care 

assessments, advice 
and information

Supporting 
nearly 15,000 

older and disabled 
people to live 

independently 
at home

Helping more than 
13,650 people get 
home from hospital 

with support

Looking after more than 
900 children in our care 

Funding free early years education 
for around 18,000 children

Supporting around 20,000 children and 
young people with special educational needs or 

disability to access education
Awarding more than 21,100 emergency 

cash payments including more than 
17,800 awards from the 
Household Support Fund

2023/24
Council 
Budget 

= £678.2m* 
£851 per person

Adult
Care

£349 per 
person
(41%)

Children’s
Services

£187 per person
(22%)

H&C** £
15 pp**

* (2%)

 

Other services, 
contingency, interest 

and debt charges
£194 per person

(23%)

Place
£106 per 
person
(12%)

More than 2,400 of you completed this 
year’s Your Council Your Voice survey 
about the authority’s budget and how it 
should prioritise spending for the year 
ahead.

Taking part in the wide-ranging survey 
is a way Derbyshire residents can help 

shape the council’s spending priorities 
and services and give their views on 
services they use, how satisfied they are 
and which ones are most important to 
them. 

Top priorities highlighted in last 
autumn’s survey were highways services 

including planning and maintenance, 
supporting public and community 
transport, and environmental policy 
including flooding and climate change.

Additional questions about the council’s 
budget? Email budget@derbyshire.gov.
uk or go to derbyshire.gov.uk/budget

Your views help shape the council’s spending priorities

be the lowest in the East Midlands and 
amongst the lowest for county councils 
in the country.

While 2.5% is for general council 
expenditure, 1.25% will go to caring for 
older people, in particular to our home 
care service and its staff. It’s essential we 
retain these valuable staff who care for 

people and help get them out of hospital 
and into further care or back home.

There are still major savings needed, 
£16.2m this year and approximately 
£46.4m by 2027-28, and this may lead  
to difficult decisions but we  
will work hard to find different 
and innovative ways of working.

Derbyshire County Council Leader Councillor Barry Lewis talks about the challenge of 
setting a balanced budget for the year ahead without adding unnecessary pressure to 
already stretched household budgets.
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Countryside

Making  
Derbyshire  
greener

Spotlight on...  

As the winter tree planting season draws to a close, find 
out more about the county council’s aspiration to see a 
million trees planted across Derbyshire by 2030.

Wind, rain, snow and hard frosts might 
not be the conditions that spring to mind 
when thinking about getting down to 
some tree planting. 

But with their sights firmly set on 
supporting the planting of up to a million 
trees across Derbyshire by 2030, the 
county council’s tree team have been 
planning around the weather to get this 
season’s quota in place. 

The dedicated team is working with 
national bodies, community groups and 
residents as part of the council’s Million 
Trees Project that will increase the health, 
quality and diversity of Derbyshire’s 
woodlands and trees. This will provide 
food and homes for wildlife, improve air 
quality and help tackle the impacts of 
climate change. 

More than 14,000 trees have been planted 
on county council land since October.

But planting a million trees isn’t 
something the county council can 
do alone. It will require help from 
communities and support from private 
landowners, businesses and other public 
bodies to work with the council. Look out 
for a new Million Trees website this spring 

to find out how you can get involved. 

Councillor Carolyn Renwick, the 
county council’s Cabinet Member for 
Infrastructure and Environment, said: 
“Million Trees is an ambitious and 
exciting project to improve Derbyshire’s 
biodiversity and help absorb carbon 
as part of our journey to becoming a 
net zero county and we look forward to 
sharing details of how people can help 
soon.” 

The tree team is also responsible for 
helping to reduce the effects of ‘ash 
dieback’ – a fungal disease that is 
expected to lead to the decline in the 
health of the majority of ash trees in 
Britain over the next 20 years. 

In Derbyshire ash is the second most 
common tree after oak, meaning the 
disease will have a significant impact on 
the county’s landscape. 

The county council’s Ash Dieback 
Recovery Programme is identifying and 
managing the impact and health and 
safety risks created by the disease.  

For more information about these 
projects please visit derbyshire.gov.uk/
treesandwoodlands

From walking, cycling and horse riding 
to canal trips, events and exploring 
local heritage, there’s lots to discover 
at Derbyshire County Council’s 
countryside sites.

There are more than 120 sites to 
explore – from local greenspaces 
and country parks to woodland 
and national trails. A year-round 
programme of  family-focused 
events includes festivals, specialist 
workshops, guided trails, bug hunts, 
star gazing and arty activities. 

Visitor centres at Shipley, Elvaston, 
Tapton Lock, High Peak Junction and 
Middleton Top have cafés and shops 
plus other attractions including:

• Play areas, an outdoor gym and 
  walks galore at the 700-acre  
 Shipley Country Park 

• Some of the oldest surviving  
 railway workshops in the world and 
  a working steam engine at High 
  Peak Junction plus canal boat trips 
  from nearby Cromford Wharf

• Cycle hire at Middleton Top

• Paddle sports, festivals and easy 
  access to the Trans Pennine Trail 
  and a network of greenways at 
  Tapton Lock

• The Derbyshire Woodland Festival 
  (16 & 17 September) and many 
  other events, formal gardens,  
 lakeside picnics and acres to  
 explore at Elvaston.

Tramper scooters can be hired at some 
sites for those with limited mobility. 

Discover more at: 
 DerbyshireCountryside 

or visit derbyshire.gov.uk/
countrysideevents or pick up a 
copy of the events brochure at your 
local Tourist Information Centre or 
Countryside Visitor Centre.

Councillor Carolyn Renwick (centre) tree planting with staff from the county council’s 
countryside service

Countryside 
Destinations and 

Events 2023
FREE guide

Spring into spring



Crich Tramway Village
UP TO 25% OFF STANDARD TICKET PRICES
Nestling on the edge of the Peak District, this 
award-winning museum takes you on a mile-
long scenic journey from period street to open 
countryside, with views of the Derwent Valley. 
Enjoy unlimited electric tram rides, entry to 
exhibitions, woodland walk and sculpture trail, 
picnic and children’s play areas.
tramway.co.uk 
The National Tramway Museum, Crich Tramway Village, near Matlock, 
Derbyshire DE4 5DP
Terms and conditions: Tickets are day tickets and do not offer free return within 12 months. Up to 
25% discount off our standard ticket prices (details on our website): www.tramway.co.uk/planyour-
visit/tickets Not valid during school holidays or for Memories of the 1940s event days. No pre-booking 
required. Check the website for opening dates and present the voucher on arrival to obtain the 
discounts. One voucher per 2 adults or one per family (2 adults and up to 3 children or 1 adult and up 
to 4 children). Original vouchers only – photocopies not accepted. Valid from 11 March to 21 July 2023 
(excluding school holidays). The management reserves the right to withdraw this offer at any time 
and without prior warning.

Creswell Crags
20% DISCOUNT ON A CAVE TOUR  
OR MUSEUM VISIT
Walk in the footsteps of the Ice Age hunter and 
enter a world of fire and flint. Discover a legacy 
etched in stone with some of the oldest cave 
art in Britain. Explore life on the edge of the Ice 
Age world. Our rocks have tales to tell. What 
will you discover today?
creswell-crags.org.uk 
Creswell Crags Museum & Heritage Centre, Crags Road, Welbeck,  
Worksop S80 3LH

Terms and conditions: Voucher valid for a single booking of up to 2 people on any cave tour (entry to 
the museum included) OR entry to the museum for up to 2 adults (free entry for children). To apply 
the discount, cave tour bookings must be made in person or by phoning 01909 720378; not valid for 
online bookings. No booking required for museum visits. Original vouchers must be presented on 
day of visit – photocopies not accepted. Not valid on Bank Holidays. Not valid in conjunction with 
any other offer. Expires 4 June 2023.
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Money-saving offers on days out 
With spring just around the corner, we’ve teamed up with eight popular Derbyshire visitor attractions to bring you 
fantastic discounts on days out. Simply cut out a voucher and show it when you visit. Check vouchers for when 
they’re valid or any other restrictions and don’t forget to check the venue’s website for opening times. Enjoy!

Gulliver’s Kingdom, 
Matlock Bath
SAVE 25% ON CHILDREN’S SUMMER 
THEME PARK TICKETS
BOOK BY 14 JULY, VISIT BY 4 SEPT
Experience a magical family day, perfect for 
younger children. Discover amazing rides and 
attractions including the Pirate Ship and Log 
Flume, journey through the Lost World and climb to the top of the Crow’s 
Nest Quest.
gulliverskingdomresort.co.uk 
Temple Walk, Matlock Bath, Derbyshire DE4 3PG
Terms and conditions: Use online discount code DNM25 by midnight on Friday, 14 July 2023. Valid 
on children’s theme park tickets when booked online with at least one paying adult. Valid for visits 
until Monday, 4 September 2023 at Gulliver’s Kingdom, Matlock Bath only, excludes bank holidays. 
Not valid on short breaks or overnight stays. Pre-booking online in advance is essential. Subject to 
availability.

Ecclesbourne Valley 
Railway
TWO FOR £20 ON DAY ROVER TICKETS 
Escape to the countryside on board 
Derbyshire’s longest heritage railway! Enjoy a 
day out with our Day Rover Ticket, the perfect 
day out for young and old. Hop on and off at 
any of our stations between Wirksworth and 
Duffield. 
e-v-r.com 
Ecclesbourne Valley Railway, Wirksworth Station, Station Road, 
Wirksworth, Derbyshire DE4 4FB

Terms and conditions: Valid only on purple timetable heritage diesel/diesel railcar days. See website 
e-v-r.com/timetable for calendar. Valid between 6 April and 30 June 2023. Not valid on yellow 
timetable steam days or special events. No upgrade option available. Exchange for tickets at the 
ticket office at either Wirksworth or Duffield on the day, not available online.

Haddon Hall
30% DISCOUNT ON ADULT ADMISSION
FREE ADMISSION FOR CHILDREN 
UNDER 16
Enjoy a visit to this hidden gem and feel 
yourself immersed in the past in the beautifully 
preserved architecture. Explore the attractive 
terraced gardens with their uninterrupted 
views across the limestone landscape, and 
take a break in our restaurant for coffee and cake or a delicious lunch.
haddonhall.co.uk 
Haddon Hall, Bakewell, Derbyshire DE45 1LA

Terms and Conditions: 30% discount on daytime admission for Derbyshire residents, valid 
throughout our main season to 31 October 2023. Original vouchers only – photocopies not accepted. 
Two adult discounts per voucher. Not valid for special events. Not valid in conjunction with any  
other offer. Not bookable online. Please see our website for opening times and admission prices.  
Car parking fee applies. Dogs are not permitted.

Carsington Sports  
and Leisure
10% OFF ALL EQUIPMENT HIRE
• WATERSPORTS • CYCLE HIRE • FLY FISHING
Look forward to summer getting active at 
Carsington Water – the largest lake in the 
Midlands. Dinghy sailing, paddle boards, 
canoes, kayaks, windsurfers, rowing boats and 
fly fishing. Cycle hire with family-friendly tracks around the lake.
carsingtonwater.com 
Watersports and Cycle Hire Centre, Carsington Water, Ashbourne, 
Derbyshire DE6 1ST

Terms and conditions: 10% discount off your booking for up to 6 people. Valid for all hires from  
31 March to 31 July 2023. Please book in advance through our website using this code: 
CSLSUMMER10

Heights of Abraham, 
Matlock Bath
20% OFF CABLE CAR TICKETS FOR  
UP TO FIVE PEOPLE
Take a cable car flight to the award-winning 
60-acre hilltop estate. Explore underground 
on guided tours through show caverns. Enjoy 
the dining and shopping facilities and let the 
kids loose on the two adventure playgrounds and woodland trails. With live 
entertainment and seasonal events, there’s always something happening.
heightsofabraham.com 
Heights of Abraham, Dale Road, Matlock Bath, DE4 3NT
Terms and conditions: 20% off full price on the day cable car tickets for up to 5 people. Valid up to 
and including 1 June, 2023. Not valid for bank holidays, nor in conjunction with any other offer or 
promotion. One voucher per transaction. Photocopies not accepted. No booking required. Please 
hand in voucher at the ticket office in exchange for cable car tickets. See website for details of 
opening times and dates.

Conkers
KIDS GO FOR £2 WITH EVERY  
FULL-PAYING ADULT
Enter a world of adventure at the heart of the 
National Forest with NEW Splash Park! Take 
a trip on the Conkachoo Train to explore 120 
acres with adventure playground and Chelsea 
Flower Show’s gold winning garden. Enjoy 
Barefoot Walk, Activity Trail and zip below 
ground with The Warrens. A 4D cinema and  
Enchanted Forest are also family favourites. 
visitconkers.com 
Conkers, Rawdon Road, Moira, nr Ashby-de-la-Zouch, Derbyshire DE12 6GA
Terms and conditions: One child goes for £2 with a full-paying adult. Not to be used in conjunction 
with any other offer/discounts. Please present original magazine voucher to reception – photocopies 
not accepted. Valid up to and including Sunday, 4 February 2024. Full child admission fee applies to 
further children visiting with one adult. For example, a group of 2 adults and 3 children would only 
pay full admission for the 3rd child. 

* Vouchers are for Derbyshire residents only (excluding Derby City). Where vouchers are required to be shown at attractions, original vouchers only – photocopies not accepted.


