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        Agenda Item No.8 (e) 
 

DERBYSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 
 

COUNCIL 
 

3 December 2014 
 
 

Report of Director of Legal Services 
 

Amendments to the Council’s Constitution – recording and reporting 
meetings 

 
1. Purpose of the Report 

 
To inform the Council that new regulations relating to the openness of 
Council business came into force in August 2014 and to seek approval 
for consequential amendments to the Constitution.   
 
 

2. Information and Analysis 
 
The   Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014 came 
into force in August 2014.  These regulations make provision to allow 
members of the public and members of the press to record and report 
on local authority meetings using any communication method, including 
the internet, and to publish, post or otherwise share the report.   
 
Recording could include taking photographs, tweeting, filming or making 
an audio recording of the meeting.   
 
Reporting could include relaying any recording made to enable others 
not present at the meeting to see or hear it either at the same time as 
the meeting is taking place or afterwards; or providing oral or written 
commentary on the meeting.  However, authorities are given a 
discretion not to allow a person to make an oral report or commentary if 
that person is actually present at the meeting. 
 
The regulations also place a duty on the authority to afford reasonable 
facilities for the recording and reporting of meetings. 
 
Where members of the press and public are excluded from a meeting, 
or part of a meeting, for example because confidential or exempt 
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information is likely to be discussed, there is no right for members of the 
press or public to record or report the meeting whilst they are not 
present. 
 
The regulations apply to all public meetings of the Council and Cabinet, 
as well as their committees and sub-committees.   
 
The Department of Communities and Local Government (DCLG) has 
issued guidance entitled “Open and accountable local government – a 
guide for the press and public on attending and reporting meetings of 
local government” and a copy of the relevant extract is attached at 
Appendix 1.  
 
Although the Council already adopts an open approach, the current 
Procedure Rules as detailed within the Constitution do not currently 
address the question of recording at public meetings.   
 
Therefore, it is proposed to amend the Constitution as follows: 
 

1) Article 3 – Citizens and the Council (page 14 and 15) be 
amended to read: 

(b) Information -  Citizens have the right to: 
(i) attend, record and report on meetings of the 

Council and Committees except where 
confidential or exempt information is likely to 
be disclosed and the meeting is therefore held 
in private; 

(ii) attend, record and report on meetings of the 
executive except where confidential or exempt 
information is likely to be disclosed and the 
meeting is therefore held in private; 

 
2) Council Procedure Rules 

a) Insert a new clause 2.1 to the Council Procedure Rules (at 
page 90) so that paragraph 2 reads as follows (additional 
wording underlined):  
2. General meetings of the Council will take place in 

accordance with the programme of meetings decided at 
the Council’s Annual Meeting.  All meetings will be held 
at County Hall, Matlock, commencing at 2pm.  

2.1 Members of the public may record and 
report on meetings which members of 
the public are allowed to attend.  
However, oral reporting or oral 
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commentary during meetings is not 
permitted as this would be disruptive to 
the good order of the meeting and such 
conduct would be considered to be 
disorderly in accordance with clause 15. 

 
b) Paragraph 17.8 (at page 98) of the Council’s Procedure 

Rules be amended to include reference to the new 
paragraph 2.1 so that meetings of committees and sub-
committees of Council are also covered by the new 
provision. 

 
3). Executive Procedure Rules (page 122) 

Paragraph 1.7 – Public or private meetings of the executive (at 
page 122) be amended in similar fashion to paragraph 2 of the 
Council Procedure Rules so that meetings of the Cabinet and its 
committees comply with the new Regulations.  

 
3. Legal Considerations  
 
As contained in the report.  Amendments to the Constitution require 
approval of the Council. 
 
4. Other Considerations 
 
In preparing this report, the relevance of the following considerations 
has also been considered; financial, prevention of crime and disorder, 
equality of opportunity, human resources, environmental, health, 
property and transport considerations.   
 
5. Background papers 
 
File held by the Director of Legal Services. 
 
6. Officer Recommendations 
 
That the Council:-  

(i) notes the new regulations and guidance produced by the 
DCLG and 

(ii) approves and adopts the proposed amendments to the 
Constitution  

 
John McElvaney 

Director of Legal Services 










