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Agenda Item No. 4(b)
DERBYSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL

MEETING OF CABINET MEMBER —JOBS, ECONOMY AND
TRANSPORT

1 October 2013
Report of the Acting Strategic Director — Environmental Services

WILMOT ROAD, CHURCH GRESLEY — PROPOSED UPGRADE
OF AN EXISTING ZEBRA CROSSING TO A PUFFIN
CROSSING/PLACEMENT OF NEW PUFFIN CROSSING

(1) Purpose of the Report To bring to the attention of the Cabinet
Member the results of a public consultation, concerning the proposed
placement of Puffin crossings on Wilmot Road, Church Gresley.

(2) Information and Analysis Funding has been secured for the
upgrade of a Zebra crossing on Wilmot Road, Church Gresley to a Puffin
crossing. (Funded from Section 106 Agreement money.) This is to improve
access/safety for pedestrians walking towards Swadlincote town centre to the
north.

Additional “top up” funding was secured from the Local Transport Plan (LTP)
Capital Programme 2013/14, which would also allow the additional, new,
Puffin crossing to be installed further south along Wilmot Road. These
proposals followed concerns expressed by the local community, and the local
County and District Councillors that there was a need to provide a Puffin
crossing to meet the demand for the pedestrian desire line to the south (i.e a
pedestrian desire line leading to St. Georges C of E Primary School, other
community facilities at Church Gresley and more locally to facilitate access to
the Scout Hut, Play School, Pre-school, Salvation Army Hall, and the former
Memorial Club.)

Statutory consultation took place on both the above proposed crossing points
in February 2013. This resulted in no objections.

Further, consultation with local residents and the local community took place
in February 2013 regarding both Puffin crossing points. The Consultation
plans for the following are appended to this report:
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(1) Wilmot Road near New Street - Conversion of Zebra Crossing to a
Puffin type crossing. [Drawing Numbers TA 308/1/S0O49/3 and
SLD12.T1030.1A]

(2) Wilmot Road near Park Road — New Puffin Crossing [Drawing Numbers
TA308/1/SO50/3 and SLD13.7T1090.1].

Regarding (1), the conversion of the existing Zebra crossing, the consultation
drawings and consultation questionnaire were delivered to 28 local properties
on Wilmot Road and the adjacent side road junctions.

In response to this consultation issue, 14 consultation questionnaires were
returned. Twelve properties supported the proposal and 2 properties raised
objections (i.e. Of the number of consultation questionnaires issued, 92%
supported conversion of the Zebra crossing to a Puffin crossing or made no
reply, 8% made an objection.)

Regarding (2), the placement of an additional new Puffin crossing near Park
Road, the consultation drawings and consultation questionnaire were
delivered to 19 local properties on Wilmot Road and adjacent side access
road junctions.

In response to this consultation issue, 4 consultation questionnaires were
returned. Three properties supported the proposal and 1 property (a local
business) raised an objection (i.e. Of the number of consultation
guestionnaires issued, 94% supported installation of a new puffin crossing or
made no reply, 6% made an objection.)

Officer Comment
Further details of the objections are provided as follows:-

(1) Wilmot Road near New Street (Zebra Crossing Conversion) [Two
objections.]

One objector raised concern that “the proposed lamp post and pillar will be
only approximately 20 metres from our bedroom window and would
significantly affect us..”

Note that following consultation, the proposed location of the lighting column
has been moved as part of the design process, to a point slightly further away.
It is considered that a lighting column, approximately 20 metres away from a
property frontage, would cause minimal detriment to the property.

It is suggested that this objection be over-ruled in light of the note described
above.

The second objector stated that it was “A total waste of public money”.
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Note that the proposal is to fund this upgrade of the Zebra crossing to a Puffin
crossing, and hence improve the visibility of the crossing on approach), out of
Housing Developer, Section 106 Agreement money.

It is suggested that this objection be over-ruled in light of the note described
above.

2) Wilmot Road near Park Road. (New Puffin Crossing) [One objection.]

The only objection was received from a local business, which commented “Not
a good idea to restrict parking in this area "..." In my opinion, a crossing is not
needed there at all”.

Note that following the consultation, the Officer's recommendation is to reduce
the length of the zig zag markings leaving the crossing. This would minimise
the length of restrictions and free up more length available for parking.

It is suggested that this objection should be over-ruled in light of the note
above, and in light of the strong demand for a crossing here expressed to
local Councillors by local people. This, also bearing in mind, only one person
(6% of those consulted locally) objected to this proposed new crossing point.

Local Member Comment

Councillor Southerd supports the conversion of the Zebra crossing to a Puffin
crossing, and also supports the installation of a new Puffin crossing near Park
Road.

In preparing this report the relevance of the following factors has been
considered: legal, prevention of crime and disorder, equality and diversity,
human resources, environmental, health, property and transport
considerations.

(3) Financial Considerations The sum of £42,762 is secured through
a Section 106 Agreement. Further additional “top up” funding of £12,000 is
secured through the LTP Capital Programme 2013/14. [Scheme Number
030102].

The costs of the Puffin crossing traffic signals installation works (both the
Zebra crossing upgrade and the additional new Puffin crossing) are being met
by this combined budget which totals £54,762.

Both the Zebra crossing upgrade and the new Puffin crossing scheme, are
fully designed. The as designed scheme cost estimates based on schedule of
rates, are £24,500, plus £26,835, (i.e. £51,335 in total).

(4) Key Decision No.

H:\HO\JET66.doc 3
1 October 2013



Public

(5) Call-In Is it required that call-in be waived in respect of the
decisions proposed in the report? No.

(6) Background Papers Correspondence held on file (Traffic
Signals Team) in the Environmental Services Department. Officer contact
details — Dave Connell, extension 38592.

(7) OFFICER'S RECOMMENDATIONS That:

7.1 The Authority proceeds with the conversion of the Zebra crossing to a
Puffin crossing on Wilmot Road near New Street, Church Gresley.

7.2  The Authority proceeds with the introduction of a new Puffin crossing on
Wilmot Road near Park Road, Church Gresley.

6.2 The Local Member and objectors be informed accordingly.

Mike Ashworth
Acting Strategic Director — Environmental Services
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