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Report – Term Dates 2015/16, 2016/17, 2017/18, 2018/19 and 2019/20 
 

 “PUBLIC” 
            

Agenda Item No 4b 
 

DERBYSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 
 

CABINET MEMBER FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 
 

4 February 2014 
 

Report of the Strategic Director for Children & Younger Adults 
 

School Term Dates – 2015/16, 2016/17, 2017/18, 2018/19 and 2019/20 
 
 
 
1  Purpose of Report 
 
1.1 To ask the Cabinet Member to consider the recommendation and approve the school 

term dates proposed for 2015/16, 2016/17, 2017/18, 2018/19 and 2019/20 for 
community, voluntary controlled, community special and maintained nursery schools. 

 
2 Information and Analysis 
 
 
2.1 In recent years Derbyshire County Council has sought to achieve a consistent 

approach to the setting of School Term and Holiday dates with its neighbouring 
authorities.  The basis of this has been an agreement reached in 2004 between the 
Local Government Association and NASUWT which established a set of principles 
for agreeing standardised school term and holiday dates.  These principles flowed in 
part from the recommendations of the Independent Commission on the Organisation 
of the School Year.  The Commission stated the following principles are pre-
requisites to delivering a national pattern, and the same principle can be applied to 
achieving local consistency. 

 
• Start the school year on a September date as near as possible to 1 September. 
• Equalise, as far as possible, teaching and learning blocks. 
• Establish a two-week spring break in early April, irrespective of the incidence of 

the Easter bank holiday. 
• Maintain a summer holiday of at least six weeks. 
• Identify and agree annually designated periods of holiday, including the summer 

holiday, where headteachers are recommended not to arrange teacher days. 
 
2.2 Derby City Council is in receipt of Derbyshire County Council’s proposed dates and it 

is anticipated that it will adopt the same or a similar pattern. In considering these 
dates consideration has been given to children who may have siblings in different key 
stages who may attend schools in other neighbouring authorities. 

 
2.3 Trade unions and professional associations support the proposed Derbyshire model. 
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2.4 Whilst the Education Act 2002 provides that for foundation and voluntary aided 

schools and academies the governing body determines the dates of school terms 
and holidays, many Derbyshire schools have indicated that they wish to continue to 
receive DCC’s recommended term dates to serve as a basis for their decisions. In 
these circumstances it is proposed that subject to Member approval the Council will 
strongly recommend that schools should adopt the attached schedule of school term 
and holiday dates for the years 2015/16 to 2019/20. This will provide consistency for 
schools, young people, and their parents and carers. 
 
 

3  Other Considerations 
 
3.1 In preparing this report, the relevance of the following factors has been 
 considered:  Prevention of Crime & Disorder, Equality of Opportunity and 
 Environmental, Health, Legal & Human Rights Considerations. 
 
3.2 Under the Education (School Day and School Year) Regulations 1999 all maintained 

schools should hold at least 380 half day school sessions during the school year. 
 
4  Strategic Director’s Recommendations 
 
4.1    The Cabinet Member is asked to consider the proposal in relation to school term 

dates in 2015/16, 2016/17, 2017/18, 2018/19 and 2019/20.  It is recommended to 
approve the term dates set out in this report for community, voluntary controlled, 
community special and maintained nursery schools. 

  
 

Ian Thomas, Strategic Director for Children & Younger Adults
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2015/2016 
 
7 September – 23 October 35 days 
1 November – 18 December 35 days 
 70 days 
4 January – 12 February  30 days 
22 February – 24 March 24 days 
 54 days 
11 April – 27 May 34 days 
6 June – 26 July  37 days 
 71 days 
Total 195 days 
 
 
 
2016/17 
 
7 September – 21 October 33 days 
31 October – 20 December 37 days 
 70 days 
4 January – 10 February  28 days 
20 February – 7 April 35 days 
 63 days 
24 April – 26 May 24 days 
5 June – 25 July  38 days 
 62 days 
Total 195 days 
 
 
 
2017/18 
 
7 September – 20 October 33 days 
30 October – 19 December 37 days 
 70 days 
3 January – 16 February 33 days 
26 February – 23 March 20 days 
 53 days 
9 April – 25 May 34 days 
4 June – 25 July 38 days 
 72 days 
Total 195 days 
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2018/19 
 
6 September – 26 October 37 days 
5 November – 21 December 35 days 
 72 days 
7 January – 15 February 30 days 
25 February – 12 April 35 days 
 65 days 
29 April – 24 May 19 days 
3 June – 25 July 39 days 
 58 days 
Total 195 days 
 
 
2019/20 
 
6 September – 25 October 36 days 
4 November – 20 December 35 days 
 71 days 
6 January – 14 February 30 days 
24 February – 3 April 30 days 
 60 days 
20 April – 22 May 24 days 
1 June – 24 July 40 days 
 64 days 
Total 195 days 
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                           Holiday Pattern 2015/2016 academic year  
 
 

September  (18 days)  October  (17 days)  November  (21 days) 
M T W T F S S  M T W T F S S  M T W T F S S 

 1 2 3 4 5 6     1 2 3 4  30      1 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13  5 6 7 8 9 10 11  2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20  12 13 14 15 16 17 18  9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27  19 20 21 22 23 24 25  16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

28 29 30      26 27 28 29 30 31   23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
 

December  (14 days)  January  (20 days)  February  (16 days) 
M T W T F S S  M T W T F S S  M T W T F S S 

 1 2 3 4 5 6      1 2 3  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13  4 5 6 7 8 9 10  8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20  11 12 13 14 15 16 17  15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27  18 19 20 21 22 23 24  22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

28 29 30 31     25 26 27 28 29 30 31  29       
 

March (18 days)  April  (15 days)  May  (19 days) 
M T W T F S S  M T W T F S S  M T W T F S S 

 1 2 3 4 5 6      1 2 3        1 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13  4 5 6 7 8 9 10  2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20  11 12 13 14 15 16 17  9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27  18 19 20 21 22 23 24  16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

28 29 30 31     25 26 27 28 29 30   23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

                30 31      
 

June (19 days)  July  (18 days)  August 
M T W T F S S  M T W T F S S  M T W T F S S 

  1 2 3 4 5      1 2 3  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12  4 5 6 7 8 9 10  8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19  11 12 13 14 15 16 17  15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26  18 19 20 21 22 23 24  22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

27 28 29 30     25 26 27 28 29 30 31  29 30 31     

                       
 

 

 

 
 
195 Days – including up to 5 days to be taken as professional development days for teaching staff 

Denotes School Holiday Dates  
 
Denotes Bank Holidays 

Children and Younger Adults  
Department 
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                           Holiday Pattern 2016/2017 academic year 
 
 

September (18 days)  October  (16 days)  November  (22 days) 
M T W T F S S  M T W T F S S  M T W T F S S 

   1 2 3 4  31     1 2   1 2 3 4 5 6 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11  3 4 5 6 7 8 9  7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18  10 11 12 13 14 15 16  14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25  17 18 19 20 21 22 23  21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

26 27 28 29 30    24 25 26 27 28 29 30  28 29 30     
 

December  (14 days)  January  (20 days)  February (15 days) 
M T W T F S S  M T W T F S S  M T W T F S S 

   1 2 3 4  30 31     1    1 2 3 4 5 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11  2 3 4 5 6 7 8  6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18  9 10 11 12 13 14 15  13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25  16 17 18 19 20 21 22  20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

26 27 28 29 30 31   23 24 25 26 27 28 29  27 28      
 

March (23 days)  April  (10 days)  May  (19 days) 
M T W T F S S  M T W T F S S  M T W T F S S 

  1 2 3 4 5       1 2  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12  3 4 5 6 7 8 9  8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19  10 11 12 13 14 15 16  15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26  17 18 19 20 21 22 23  22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

27 28 29 30 31    24 25 26 27 28 29 30  29 30 31     

                       
 

June (20 days)  July (18 days)  August 
M T W T F S S  M T W T F S S  M T W T F S S 

   1 2 3 4  31     1 2   1 2 3 4 5 6 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11  3 4 5 6 7 8 9  7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18  10 11 12 13 14 15 16  14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25  17 18 19 20 21 22 23  21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

26 27 28 29 30    24 25 26 27 28 29 30  28 29 30 31    

                       
 

 

 
 

 
195 Days – including up to 5 days to be taken as professional development days for teaching staff 
 

Denotes School Holiday Dates  
 
Denotes Bank Holidays 

Children and Younger Adults  
Department 

 

Children and Younger Adults  
Department 
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                           Holiday Pattern 2017/2018 academic year 
 
 

September (18 days)  October  (17 days)  November  (22 days) 
M T W T F S S  M T W T F S S  M T W T F S S 

    1 2 3  30 31     1    1 2 3 4 5 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10  2 3 4 5 6 7 8  6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17  9 10 11 12 13 14 15  13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24  16 17 18 19 20 21 22  20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

25 26 27 28 29 30   23 24 25 26 27 28 29  27 28 29 30    
 

December  (13 days)  January (21 days)  February (15 days) 
M T W T F S S  M T W T F S S  M T W T F S S 

    1 2 3  1 2 3 4 5 6 7     1 2 3 4 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10  8 9 10 11 12 13 14  5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17  15 16 17 18 19 20 21  12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24  22 23 24 25 26 27 28  19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31  29 30 31      26 27 28     
 

March (17 days)  April  (16 days)  May  (18 days) 
M T W T F S S  M T W T F S S  M T W T F S S 

   1 2 3 4  30      1   1 2 3 4 5 6 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11  2 3 4 5 6 7 8  7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18  9 10 11 12 13 14 15  14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25  16 17 18 19 20 21 22  21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

26 27 28 29 30 31   23 24 25 26 27 28 29  28 29 30 31    

                       
 

June (20 days)  July  (18 days)  August 
M T W T F S S  M T W T F S S  M T W T F S S 

    1 2 3  30 31     1    1 2 3 4 5 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10  2 3 4 5 6 7 8  6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17  9 10 11 12 13 14 15  13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24  16 17 18 19 20 21 22  20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

25 26 27 28 29 30   23 24 25 26 27 28 29  27 28 29 30 31   

                       
 

 

 

 
 
195 Days – including up to 5 days to be taken as professional development days for teaching staff 
 
 

 

Denotes School Holiday Dates  
 
 
Denotes Bank Holidays 

Children and Younger Adults  
Department 
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                           Holiday Pattern 2018/2019 academic year 
 
 

September (17 days)  October  (20 days)  November  (20 days) 
M T W T F S S  M T W T F S S  M T W T F S S 

     1 2  1 2 3 4 5 6 7     1 2 3 4 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9  8 9 10 11 12 13 14  5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16  15 16 17 18 19 20 21  12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23  22 23 24 25 26 27 28  19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30  29 30 31      26 27 28 29 30   
 

December (15 days)  January  (19 days)  February  (15 days) 
M T W T F S S  M T W T F S S  M T W T F S S 

31     1 2   1 2 3 4 5 6      1 2 3 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9  7 8 9 10 11 12 13  4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16  14 15 16 17 18 19 20  11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23  21 22 23 24 25 26 27  18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30  28 29 30 31     25 26 27 28    
 

March (21 days)  April (12 days)  May (17 days) 
M T W T F S S  M T W T F S S  M T W T F S S 

    1 2 3  1 2 3 4 5 6 7    1 2 3 4 5 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10  8 9 10 11 12 13 14  6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17  15 16 17 18 19 20 21  13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24  22 23 24 25 26 27 28  20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31  29 30       27 28 29 30 31   

                       
 

June (20 days)  July  (19 days)  August 
M T W T F S S  M T W T F S S  M T W T F S S 

     1 2  1 2 3 4 5 6 7     1 2 3 4 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9  8 9 10 11 12 13 14  5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16  15 16 17 18 19 20 21  12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23  22 23 24 25 26 27 28  19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30  29 30 31      26 27 28 29 30 31  

                       
 

 

 

 
 
195 Days – including up to 5 days to be taken as professional development days for teaching staff 
 

 
                           Holiday Pattern 2019/2020 academic year 

Denotes School Holiday Dates  
 
Denotes Bank Holidays 

Children and Younger Adults  
Department 
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September (17 days)  October  (19 days)  November (20 days) 
M T W T F S S  M T W T F S S  M T W T F S S 
30      1   1 2 3 4 5 6      1 2 3 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8  7 8 9 10 11 12 13  4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15  14 15 16 17 18 19 20  11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22  21 22 23 24 25 26 27  18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29  28 29 30 31     25 26 27 28 29 30  
 

December (15 days)  January (20 days)  February  (15 days) 
M T W T F S S  M T W T F S S  M T W T F S S 

30 31     1    1 2 3 4 5       1 2 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8  6 7 8 9 10 11 12  3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15  13 14 15 16 17 18 19  10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22  20 21 22 23 24 25 26  17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29  27 28 29 30 31    24 25 26 27 28 29  
 

March (22 days)  April  (12 days)  May  (15 days) 
M T W T F S S  M T W T F S S  M T W T F S S 

30 31     1    1 2 3 4 5      1 2 3 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8  6 7 8 9 10 11 12  4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15  13 14 15 16 17 18 19  11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22  20 21 22 23 24 25 26  18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29  27 28 29 30     25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

                       
 

June (22 days)  July (20 days)  August 
M T W T F S S  M T W T F S S  M T W T F S S 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7    1 2 3 4 5  31     1 2 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14  6 7 8 9 10 11 12  3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21  13 14 15 16 17 18 19  10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28  20 21 22 23 24 25 26  17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

29 30       27 28 29 30 31    24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

                       
 

 

 

 
 
  
195 Days – including up to 5 days to be taken as professional development days for teaching staff 

Denotes School Holiday Dates  
 
Denotes Bank Holidays 
 
LA suggests 6 September be date be set as an Inset Day 
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