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	Cultural & Community Services



Writers’ Fact Sheet

Writers in the East Midlands can sign up on http://literaturenetwork.org/  and www.writingeastmidlands.co.uk to receive e-mail newsletters.  Derbyshire County Council’s Literature Development Officer also sends out a monthly writers’ newsletter by e-mail, if you would like to receive the newsletter please contact:  alison.betteridge@derbyshire.gov.uk  These will keep you abreast of all opportunities for writers in your region.
Joining a Writer’s Group

Joining a writers’ group can be a great way of socialising with other writers, and of gaining useful information and feedback on your work.  To find out more, check at your local library for a group near you, or contact alison.betteridge@derbyshire.gov.uk to find out about groups which meet in Derbyshire.   The website www.nawg.co.uk has a national list of writers’ groups, as does www.writers-circles.com , and the Poetry Library can provide a list of poetry groups.  For advice on setting up your own writing group, again try www.nawg.co.uk
Writing courses 

There are many writing courses throughout the UK.  The Arvon Foundation in particular run excellent residential writing courses in all genres, led by professional well-known writers.  Ty Newydd in Wales, also run courses.  Such organisations often run bursary schemes for writers in financial need.   www.literaturetraining.com publishes details of workshops and courses across the country.  The Open College of the Arts (www.oca-uk.com) runs courses which can be studied from home.

In your local area, the Adult Education Service and WEA may well be running a variety of short courses, including creative writing.  Universities often have Continuing Education departments which also  run courses, as do Colleges of Further Education.  In the East Midlands, organisations which run creative writing courses include Writing School Leicester (http://www.writingschoolleicester.co.uk/), the Universities of Nottingham and Derby, and the WEA (Workers’ Education Association).  For poets, the national organisation, The Poetry School, also runs courses in different areas.

Literature Development organisations organise courses and workshops for writers local to their area. Visit www.derbyshire.gov.uk/literatureevents for details of current events of this nature in Derbyshire, or for details of current regional events visit www.writingeastmidlands.co.uk or http://literaturenetwork.org/
Literary Festivals

These are excellent places to meet other writers, gain inspiration and at the same time support national and regional writers.  Regional festivals to look out for include: Derbyshire Literature Festival (biennial); Lowdham Book Festival (Nottinghamshire); Southwell Library Poetry Festival (Nottinghamshire); Oundle Festival of Literature (Northamptonshire).

http://www.britishcouncil.org/arts-literature-literary-festivals.htm  is a comprehensive list of literary festivals across the UK.
Getting your work assessed by a critical reading service

Writing East Midlands provides a manuscript-reading service at very reasonable subsidised prices.  See www.writingeastmidlands.co.uk
Many national organisations provide critical reading services. The best known is probably The Literary Consultancy (www.literaryconsultancy.co.uk). The Poetry Society runs a critical reading service for poetry manuscripts see www.poetrysociety.org.uk for details.

Entering writing competitions 

Both The Writer’s Handbook and The Writers’ & Artists’ Yearbook contain listings of competitions and prizes, and there is an excellent Competitions Bulletin compiled by Carole Baldock which lists details of all current UK writing competitions.  Email carolebaldock@hotmail.com for more information on receiving it.  Writer magazines 

can also be a good source of competition information, as well as being a very useful resource, full of facts and advice for writers: examples include Writers’ Forum, Writers News, The New Writer and Mslexia.
Getting your work published 

As a good starting point there are two invaluable reference books: The Writer’s Handbook edited by Barry Turner (Macmillan) and The Writers’ & Artists’ Yearbook (A&C Black). There are similar books for those writing in specific genres – The Children’s Writers’ and Artists’ Yearbook and the Poetry Writers’ Yearbook, for example. All these books are updated annually and all provide comprehensive information on how to go about getting published, including lists of publishers, agents and magazines.

A trip to your local bookshops to research who is publishing the kind of thing you are writing can be time well-spent as you need to be selective about who you send your work to – approaching publishers with a track record of publishing work similar to your own.  Always follow publishers’ submission procedures carefully.  if you are having no success, it may be useful to get a professional assessment of your manuscript first.  (see section on ‘getting your work assessed by a critical reading service’ above).
Agents
For some writing genres, particularly novel writing, finding an agent who can submit work to a publisher on your behalf can be a more effective way of approaching publishers, particularly the larger commercial houses.  Agents have personal contacts with a range of editors in a variety of houses. They will know better than you how best to target the submission of your work. Start by checking through The Writers’ & Artists’ Yearbook and identifying agents who represent the kind of work you do. Often agents will have specified in the handbook entry what they would like you to submit. If in doubt, start by writing a brief letter, introducing yourself and giving a brief description of what you have written. Ask the agent if he/she would like to see a sample of your work. Don't send a full manuscript until an agent asks you to do so. The professional body for literary agents to which most established agencies in the UK belong is The Association of Authors’ Agents (www.agentsassoc.co.uk )

Small (independent) presses
As well as approaching the large publishing houses, you could try some of the smaller independent presses. Two websites which include helpful information about small presses are http://llpp.ms11.net/ and http://www.rimbaud.org.uk/aaipg.html
A word on some specific genres

Dramatic Writing

If you are writing for stage, film, television or radio, The Writer’s Handbook Guide to Writing for Stage and Screen is a useful resource which can help you to prepare and submit work for consideration.  For film, television and radio writing, an essential website is www.bbc.co.uk/writersroom which is full of useful information.  Nearer to home and worth contacting is EM Media, an organisation dedicated to the development of film makers and writers, and the national screen agency for the East Midlands.
It is advisable to go through an agent, although you can submit material to some production companies directly – again these are listed in The Writer’s Handbook and The Writers’ & Artists’ Yearbook. Rather than submitting a whole script, it is a good idea to prepare a ‘treatment’ – the screenplay equivalent of a novel synopsis.

Playwrights are advised to research www.theatrewritingpartnership.org.uk –dedicated to the development of new theatre writing in the East Midlands.  They run a script reading service and will be able to advise you further regarding opportunities.

Poetry

For poets, the accepted way to get your work published is to build up a reputation through ‘small press’ poetry magazines, before you begin to develop a full collection.  The Poetry Library is an excellent resource (www.poetrylibrary.org.uk), as is the Poetry Writers’ Yearbook, both of which provide a list of poetry magazines you might submit work to.  You are strongly advised to read copies of magazines you wish to submit to, in order to find out their style and contributors’ procedure before submitting.  Poetry magazines produced in the East Midlands include Assent (originally Poetry Nottingham), Staple and Dreamcatcher.

Spoken Word and Storytellling
Two useful resources are the website www.applesandsnakes.org , an organisation dedicated to the Spoken Word; and  www.sfs.org.uk , the National Society for Storytelling.  For spoken word and storytelling events taking place regionally where you might perform your work, see http://literaturenetwork.org/ (events section), www.writeoutloud.net and www.liveliterature.net are useful resources for performers and include details of events across the UK.

Vanity publishers
If any publisher offers to publish your work for a fee, be aware that they probably will not include any provision for the marketing or distribution of your book. If this is the case, it may often be more economical to consider self-publishing. For free advice on vanity publishers, Jonathan Clifford has a useful website at www.vanitypublishing.info and www.societyofauthors.org also contains useful information about different types of publishing.

Self-publishing
With desk-top publishing software it is becoming easier for people to design their own books and then pay a printer to typeset and run off copies. The hardest part of getting into print this way is ensuring any large-scale distribution and promotion of your work. There are several guides that offer advice on how to go about publishing your book yourself  - you should find these available in libraries. Good information can also be found on the Society of Authors’ website and in the Writers’ & Artists’ Yearbook.
Writer Development
If you are already building up a reputation as a regional writer, and would like to develop your skills, perhaps to work as a writer in schools, or become a workshop leader yourself, there is excellent information available in the ‘for artists’ section of the artsderbyshire website (www.artsderbyshire.org.uk ).  You will also find advice on developing your activities to become a creative business.

Writers can benefit from having a mentor or professional development planning guide to help them to focus on the best way forward and to achieve a better balance between their writing and working lives.  Writing East Midlands runs a mentoring scheme, and to find out more about professional development planning, see www.literaturetraining.com for further details.

Writing and the Web

There is useful information for writers and ways writers can make use of the internet in The Writer’s Handbook and The Writers’ & Artists’ Yearbook and in the following publications:  The Internet: A Writer’s Guide by Jane Dorner; The Internet for Writers by Nick Daws; and The Good Web Guide for Writers by Paul Chronnell.

Funding

See www.artsderbyshire.org.uk – ‘for artists’ – for information on funding for your activities.  Individual artists can apply through the Grants for the Arts scheme run by Arts Council England.  Groups of writers or writer organisations can apply for funds through schemes such as Awards For All, and the Derbyshire Small Arts Grants scheme (if based in Derbyshire).  www.funderfinder.org.uk will tell you where you can access your nearest funderfinder – a database of grant schemes in the UK.  www.emfunders.org.uk/fundersindex is another useful website for details of funding sources in the East Midlands region.
Other useful websites

www.artsderbyshire.org.uk
Arts events and information 

	Arts Council England

www.artscouncil.org.uk
Funding, advice and information


	

	Arvon Foundation

www.arvonfoundation.org
Residential writing courses
	

	National Association of Literature Development

http://www.literaturedevelopment.co.uk/
	

	National Association of Writers’ Groups

www.nawg.co.uk
National Association of Writers’ in Education

www.nawe.co.uk
The Poetry Kit

www.poetrykit.org

	


Books
For a general booklist of suggested books for writers, see www.societyofauthors.com – ‘general booklist’- or try www.writersservices.com and www.nawe.co.uk   Apart from those already mentioned, recommended books include:  Is There a Book in You? by Alison Baverstock; An Author’s Guide to Publishing by Michael Legat; From Pitch to Publication by Carole Blake; Writing for a Living by Michael Legat; The Freelance Writer’s Handbook by Andrew Crofts.  Allison & Busby also specialise in guide books for writers – see www.allisonandbusby.com
To find out about opportunities and jobs for writers
E-mail: Antoinette.Burchill@derby.gov.uk – to sign up to the Derby Arts Forum newsletter 

E-mail alison.betteridge@derbyshire.gov.uk – to sign up to the writers’ 
e-newsletter

www.artsjobs.org.uk   - to sign up to the arts council job opportunities for artists

www.artsderbyshire.org.uk  - to sign up to the artists’ e-newsletter bulletin 

www.writingeastmidlands.co.uk 

http://www.literaturedevelopment.co.uk/
www.literaturetraining.com
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