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The Long Eaton School

Admission Policy 
Approved by Governors: 





Section 1 General Principles

The Long Eaton School is an 11-18 mixed comprehensive Foundation School which is one of two secondary schools in the town of Long Eaton.  We are a Specialist College for Science and Applied Learning but do not have any requirement for aptitude from prospective students.  

The main principle of admission The Long Eaton School has, is to maintain the character of the school as a comprehensive school, providing for the needs of young persons within the 11 - 18 age range, who live in Long Eaton and the surrounding areas defined below.  There is no guarantee of a place for children living in our normal area.

Admission to our school is not dependent on any ‘voluntary’ contribution. 

The school will endeavour to provide places for students who live outside the “normal area”, whose parents wish them to attend The Long Eaton School, provided that they can be accommodated within the admission limits. 

Students will be admitted at the age of 11+ without reference to ability or aptitude using the criteria below.  The admission number for September 2010 and subsequent years will be 210.
The school participates in the Local Authority co-ordinated scheme and all deadlines within that should be adhered to by applicants.  

As required by the Regulations of 2008 the school will give top priority to applications on behalf of children in public care (looked after children).  Children with statements of special educational needs naming the school will also be admitted.

Section 2 – Definitions and Details

Our normal area

Our normal area includes a defined portion of the town of Long Eaton, Sawley and Shardlow.
The school will provide a map on request.  

Admission Criteria   
1. Looked After Children for whom the school is deemed to be appropriate.


2. Children with statements of Special Educational Need where it is the wish of the parents and the school has been named by the Local Authority administering the statement.

Subject to the school having the physical capacity to admit additional students, the admission criteria to be used in determining preferences in the event of over-subscription are applied in order as follows:

3. Children living in the normal area served by the school (a map of this area is available to view at school by prior arrangement with the school office). 

4. Children who live outside the normal area but who, at the time of admission will have a brother or sister attending the school.  Preference will first be given to applicants who live nearest to the school.

5. Thereafter consideration will be given to other applicants who live outside the normal area. Preference will first be given to applicants who live nearest to the school.

General

i) “Living in the normal area” is defined as the child having full-time residence in a property which is the child’s only or main residence. Documentary evidence including proof of actual permanent residency at the property may be required. Please note that where the school has reasonable grounds for believing that the home address is not the child’s only or main residence it reserves the right to carry out investigations which may include visits to the property.

ii) The County Council has a Geographical Information System (GIS) to measure the nearest available route. It is measured by a standard walking distance calculated to within two metres. This measurement is taken from the postal address file, normally the house front door. For schools the grid reference is taken from the nearest gate or entrance to the school.
iii) In the event that applicants’ registered addresses are within the same block of flats or apartments the main front door to the block will be used in point ii) with priority then determined on a floor by floor basis, with addresses on lower floors taking priority.

iv) When considering allocation of places The Governing Body will only consider applicants’ current permanent place of residence and disregard any intention to move to another address.
v) Where a child lives at different addresses as a result of parents enjoying shared responsibility then the parents must declare one of these addresses as the registered address for the purpose of determining an application for admission to the school.

vi) Criterion 4 includes: step brother/sister; adopted brother or sister; an existing student living at the same address where one or more of the parents is common to the applicant.

vii) Under criterion 4 the brother or sister still be on roll at the school within years 7 to 13 at the point the applicant takes up his/her place. 
viii) Where the school is oversubscribed for admission into Year 7 at the general admission round a waiting list will be maintained for the remainder of the academic year. If places become available during this time these will be offered to those applicants on the waiting list based on the criteria specified above.

ix) Consideration will be given to applicants who believe a case can be made based upon a particular need.  Each case will be determined in consultation with the Chair or Vice Chair of the Governing Body.

In Year Admissions

Admissions for all other year groups will be dealt with in accordance with this policy.

Appeals 

If you are not offered a place at our school you have the right to appeal to an independent panel.  Appeal papers will normally be sent out with offer letters, detailing the process, to all those parents who were offered a school lower on their preference list than The Long Eaton School.  
The Local Government Ombudsman can investigate written complaints about maladministration on the part of a panel hearing appeals. The investigations cover issues such as a failure to follow correct procedures or a failure to act independently and fairly, rather than complaints where a person simply feels that the decision taken is wrong.  A leaflet is obtainable from:

Commission for Local Administration in England, 10th Floor, Millbank Tower, Millbank, London SW1P 4QP or telephone 0845  6021983.
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