Markham Vale E-Newsletter December 2011
 

Dear friend

 

Welcome to our electronic newsletter providing the latest news on developments at Markham Vale

 

Drainage contractor appointed
The Council have recently appointed Masterhire Ltd to undertake drainage improvement works along side the toe of the North Tip.  The works will see a series of ponds excavated along the steep drain in order to slow the flow of water and prevent silt being washed into the Doe Lea river.  The works are being part funded by Environment Agency and The National Trust as part of a wider project to improve the environment in the Doe Lea catchment area.  The Derbyshire based company will also be erecting a new boundary fence and planting trees and hedgerows as part of the Council's long term commitment to improve the environment and landscape around Markham Vale.

Visitors from Tajikistan say Markham is strong
News about Markham Vale, and our aims for economic regeneration, travel far and wide.  Recent visitors to the Environment Centre, to hear about our public - private sector partnership and what we are doing to attract investment and create employment opportunities, included a delegation from Tajikistan.  Tajikistan is a landlocked mountainous country and borders with Afghanistan, China and Pakistan. The former Soviet country is making big efforts to encourage economic growth and tackle poverty.  Representatives form the Tajikistan State Investment Committee and also the 320 hectare Sugd Free Economic Zone were given an overview of our aims for Markham Vale as well as our achievements to date.  The delegates were accompanied by VSO Interpreters who explained that the translation of Markham in Tajikistan means 'strong'.



New warehouse and office complex takes shape
The new 41,000 sq ft warehouse and office building for Squadron Medical on Greaves Close will be the largest building to date once completed.  Already, the completed steel framework gives a good idea of the scale of the building.  We anticipate that the building construction will be completed in the spring ready for fitting out.

Meanwhile, the Council's contractor, AllRoads, are busy extending the road by approximately 200m.  Drainage and kerbs have been installed and planned works during December include the installation of gas, electricity, water and other services to connect with the new building.  We anticipate that the bulk of the road construction works will be completed by the end of January.

Another new warehouse and office complex
We are pleased to report that our partners, Henry Boot Developments Ltd have just secured planning permission for a new warehouse and distribution unit with ancillary offices.  Chesterfield Borough Council approved the planning application for the 100,000 sq ft building in November.  Click here for further information http://tinyurl.com/c76egfa


We are busy developing a detailed programme for the construction of the warehouse to be built on Plot 2 which is just to the east of the motorway junction.  This is a major investment for Markham Vale and subject to all legal agreements being secured, we anticipate that the 20 week building construction programme will start shortly after Christmas.   Further progress reports will be provided over the coming months as the site develops.  In addition to the construction of the building, a hard and soft landscaping scheme will be implemented, new footways and street lighting installed and parking provided for lorries, cars and cycles.  .  
Markham Arts
The County Council are committed to the involvement of artists and the provision of arts and crafts in the Markham Vale project as set out in our Public Art Policy.  In accordance with this, we are developing a series of Art projects; one of which is a Mining Memorial. The intention is to commission an artist to develop a lasting memorial to and in celebration of, the mining activities at Markham, which were important not only to the local communities but which also had regional and national importance.  

The first phase of this commission was reported in last months newsletter, which culminated in The Gathering sound and light shows, where collected mining images were beamed onto the side of Bolsover Castle and Staveley Hall.  The Council are using the findings form this first stage as a basis for designing a permanent mining memorial and have just started the process of appointing an artist.  Artists interested in submitting an Expression of Interest for the Mining Memorial Public Art Commission can find further information here  http://tinyurl.com/dy2alp8
BEAM, the Council's appointed Public Art Manager for the Markham vale project are assisting us in recruiting artists and developing art projects.


Jobs Survey
As part of our ongoing commitment to develop the Markham Vale site we are required to record the number of jobs created.  
We have already received many completed Job Survey forms and are just waiting for the final few to be returned.  We really appreciate your time in providing this information; it helps us to report in some detail to the various funding organisations that have helped meet the development costs to date and it is also a measure of how we are doing to achieve our target of 5,000 jobs.  If you have been asked to complete a form and haven't yet, then please complete and return it to Trudi Saxton at the Environment Centre.

Drive-Thru Restaurant
A team of Architects and Civil Engineers are busy putting together a detailed design and construction programme ready to start the construction phase for the drive-thru McDonald's Restaurant.  This will be built on Plot 7 just to the west of the M1 northbound off slip road.  Tenders are being prepared for the building and carpark construction, designs are being prepared for the estate access road and junction and we are finalising the designs and costs for installing the various utility services that are required to serivce the new development.


Markham Vale Environment Centre

The Markham Vale Environment Centre is fully sustainable and environmentally friendly.  It is the flagship business centre for the Markham Vale Business Park.  In addition to the businesses based in its 14 workshops, amenities include exhibition space; conference and training facilities; and full broadband connections.   As part of our commitment to businesses at Markham Vale, business advice and support is available.

We currently have a managed workshop unit available, Unit 2 is 750sq ft and has a roller shutter door 2.9m high, kitchenette area, natural air ventilation, data points, electrical points, free car parking, reception service and management on site during office hours.

We also mange the Markham Vale security contractor through the Environment Centre, our security contractor provides security officers to patrol the Markham Vale site outside normal working hours at night and over the weekend.  If you have any security concerns or are aware of any incidents that we should be aware of then please contact the Environment Centre.

To find out more about the Environment Centre contact the centre manager Trudi Saxton on 01246 826000 or click on the link http://tiny.cc/4nreh
Even though it is far too soon, I want to wish you a Merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year as our next newsletter will not be until January 2012.  

I hope you have a brilliant Christmas and enjoy your festive celebrations.
Thank you.

Peter Storey

Head of Markham Vale

Derbyshire County Council


For further information on development opportunities at Markham Vale,  click on

http://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/business/economic/markham/default.asp
or

http://www.markhamvale.co.uk/.

If you do not want to receive further E-Newsletters or you would like to comment on this one, please reply to this email. 

