Markham Vale Environment Centre – telephone 01246 826000

“A sustainable and environmentally friendly centre for businesses and the community”
What does it offer?

· Support to businesses allied to the environmental sector – 

“The Environmental Technologies sector is an emerging growth sector – we can accommodate businesses who provide products, systems or services for the following applications:

Air pollution control, Waste management and recycling, Water and Wastewater treatment, Contaminated land remediation, Environmental monitoring and instrumentation, Environmental consulting services, Energy management, Renewable and low carbon energy.”

· A uniquely supportive environment to encourage a cluster of like-minded businesses and entrepreneurs. 

· Access to environmental sector initiatives, business clubs etc.

· Easy access to the business support network.

· On site business counselling from Business Link Adviser.

· Emphasis is on sustainability, recyclability and environmental issues.
What accommodation and facilities has it got and what are the costs involved?

Workshop/Office Hybrid Units

Each of the units has individual lockable access via a personnel door within a roller shutter door 2.9m high, natural light, heating, telephone, data and power points and a sink etc. Car parking, reception services, including taking in parcels and post for tenants and overall management of centre included. 

SMALLER UNITS are 538 sq ft lower floor area, with a mezzanine area reached by a stairway, giving a total area of 750 sq ft – at £5918.00 per annum or £493.16 per month approx.
LARGER UNITS are 1097 sq ft – at £8776 per annum or £731.33 per month approx.
Additional costs to be considered are: business rates, broadband, telephone and electricity.

Business Incubation/Hot Desk Facilities for new start up companies – not just environmental ones
Space has been provided to support six new businesses offering a partitioned office area from which they can develop their business idea in a supportive environment. Each business can be allocated a workstation area with wireless connectivity, a direct dial phone, which can be answered by our team in their company name. Supportive mentoring available.
Virtual Office

The centre can provide administrative services, including mail forwarding etc, which are flexible and cost effective and can be tailored to suit your needs. 

Training and Conference Rooms

Incorporated in the design of the Environment Centre are three rooms of varying sizes, available for training sessions, presentations or meetings. The rooms have movable doors allowing flexibility of room sizes and will be fully equipped with audio-visual equipment and data points etc. £95 full day, £50 half day for our larger room, £60 full day, £30 half day for smaller rooms.

Exhibition/Display/Visitor Area

Our foyer is an impressive area, which can be used for display purposes. The centre’s sustainable build, using recyclable building materials and sustainable power and heat generation are unique to the area and are of interest to visitors. A ‘grey’ water recycling facility is also included in the build. The woodchip burning boiler will eventually be fuelled totally by locally coppiced chippings. A viewing balcony from the first floor looks over the woodchip burning boiler and plant room.

Call us to discuss your needs or arrange a visit on 

01246 826000

Sustainability at Markham Vale Environment Centre

Renewable Energy System
Six BP 3160 Photovoltaic Roof Array Modules

Installed by Dabbrook Power Systems

· The rays are rated to give 1000 watts per metre squared.

· At peak power conditions they could generate 5.76 KW.

· It is estimated that under ideal conditions the photovoltaic arrays could generate annually 4,500 KW hours.

· The photovoltaic arrays generate energy in direct current, which needs to be converted via inverters into alternating current.

· The arrays are connected in pairs to three inverters, which link into the building’s electrical distribution system via a control distribution panel.

· A Parallel Connection Agreement with Central Networks the Electrical Supply Authority is in operation, this allows all surplus energy generated to be supplied back into the mail electrical distribution network and is deducted from the site’s energy bill.

Wind Turbine

Installed by Dabbrook Power Systems
· The wind turbine generates power for the central reception area low voltage display lighting installation.

· The direct current generated by the turbine is stored in a battery bank and used when the low voltage display lighting is required.

Visual Display

· The energy generated by both systems is recorded on a visual display unit located in the central reception area.

Wood-Fired Central Heating and Hot Water Boiler

Talbott’s C3-B Output 150kW

· This boiler will be fired ultimately by willow wood chips which will be grown as a short rotation crop, harvested every three years, dried, stored and eventually burnt to provide the building’s hot water and heating.

· The building has a silo built into the plant room area, which can store approximately one week’s supply of fuel. As a back up heating system, three gas-fired condensing boilers are situated in the plant room.

· Heating and hot water is provided via low pressure heating system to radiators and radiant panels. Hot water is stored in a central hot water cylinder and distributed via pipework to each of the workshop units.

Rainwater Harvesting

· This system consists of an outside rainwater collection tank, sank under the car park. Rainwater is collected from the building’s roofs and collected in this tank. The rainwater is then filtered and pumped from the plant room to feed the toilets and urinals in the workshops and the visitor centre.

Sun Pipes
· We have ‘sun pipes’ giving natural light within one of our rooms.
Air Ventilation

· Passive air ventilation allows for air to flow through the centre to maintain a comfortable atmosphere should the temperature reach 21 degrees.

