HOME TO SCHOOL TRANPORT FOR SECONDARY TRANSFER PUPILS - SEPTEMBER 2011                    

As you will be aware the Authority introduced a new system for the assessment of home to school transport for primary pupils transferring to their normal area Derbyshire secondary school in September 2011. 

If the pupil lives over three miles from their normal area school (measured by the shortest available route), the parent/carer will no longer need to apply for assistance with home to school transport.

Parent/carers have been notified of their entitlement in a letter during April through their child’s current primary school and I would like to thank you for circulating these letters to parents.
It would be helpful if you would remind the parents of Year 6 children of this exercise. It may help highlight those parents who did not receive a letter in April, but believe their child may be entitled to assistance under the transport policy. Any such parents can still apply on line at www.derbyshire.gov.uk/get2school , or complete an application form x78 available from their local education office, or telephone Call Derbyshire on 08456 058 058. Applications should be returned as soon as possible please. 

Transport to faith schools - Parents choosing a voluntary aided faith school on religious grounds may be eligible for help with transport if the chosen school is the normal area voluntary school (in most cases the nearest voluntary school) and the school is outside the walking distance as explained above.  In addition, in the case of Catholic schools, only Roman Catholic baptised children are eligible to receive help with travel.  In all such requests, baptismal certificates are required as evidence. 

The Council has decided to introduce charges for faith school transport with effect from September 2011.  The decision was taken to phase in the charges, commencing with new transport users only and protecting existing recipients.  

The charge for the 2011/12 academic year will be £317 per annum for a secondary school pupil and £287 per annum for a primary school pupil.  A range of payment methods will be available for parents.  A maximum charge relating to two pupils per household will be observed. 
An application should be made, as indicated above, for all pupils transferring to a faith school in September where the parent/carer believes they may be entitled to assistance and it would be helpful if you could take the opportunity to remind parents of this. 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.
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