Fairmeadows Foundation Primary School

ADMISSIONS POLICY

This policy is subject to changes in law regarding pupil admissions.
Definitions

Sibling defined at the time of application and admission
The term sibling is defined as:

A brother and/or a sister

A half-brother and/or a half-sister

A legally adopted child being regarded as a brother or sister

A step-brother and/or step-sister residing in the same family unit

Children in Care
In accordance with the legislation, this is a child who is in the care of a local authority or provided with accommodation by that authority.

Capacity

Pupils will be admitted without reference to ability or aptitude.
The school has a Published Admission Number (PAN) of 30.
Classes are organised, according to the educational philosophy of the school, on a year group basis and the Governors intend that the approved admission number will apply to all classes.

Procedures for admission to the Foundation Two (Reception Year) Group

In accordance with Derbyshire Local Authority’s Co-ordinated Primary Admissions Scheme, all applications for Reception places must be made to the Local Authority. Where applications exceed the PAN the Governors will apply the over subscription criteria as set out below. Parents will be notified of the admission decision by Derbyshire LA on behalf of the Governing Body of the school.
Points of Admission

For admission to the 2011/12 school year, and subsequent years, admission authorities for primary schools must provide for the admission of all children in the September following their fourth birthday. The following must be noted:

a) parents of children who are admitted for nursery provision need to apply for a place at the school if they want their child to transfer to the reception class; 
b) a place in Foundation One (Nursery) does not guarantee admission to the school; 
c) parents can request that the date their child is admitted to the school is deferred until later  in the school year or until the child reaches compulsory school age in that school year; and 
e) parents can request that their child attends part-time until the child reaches compulsory school age. The admission authority (the school) will accommodate these requests where it appears to be in the best interest of the child.

Deferred entry to primary schools
Parents of children who are admitted to the school before they are of compulsory school age may defer their child's entry until later in the school year.

Where entry is deferred, the school will hold the place for that child and not offer it to another child.

The parent would not however be able to defer entry beyond the beginning of the term after the child's fifth birthday, nor beyond the academic year for which the original application was accepted.

Waiting List

In accordance with the Local Authority scheme, Derbyshire LA will establish a waiting list for all Derbyshire Primary Schools where the number of applications has exceeded the number of places available. This waiting list will be held until the end of the Autumn Term. After this time, the school will maintain the waiting list, if so required by the parents. 
Places which become vacant will be offered to candidates using the over subscription criteria detailed below.

Over subscription criteria

Where applications for admission into the school exceed the number of places available, the following criteria will be applied in the order set out below, to decide which children to admit.  
Where after the application of any criterion, there is still a case of oversubscription, the next criterion in the list shall be applied.  
If after application of all criteria set out in the list there is still oversubscription, then the remaining places available shall be determined by random allocation. Any applicants who have not been allocated a place will be given a numbered ball, which will be placed in an opaque bag. A number of balls equal to the number of remaining places will be ‘drawn’ by an independent party. This will take place in the presence of all interested parties. 
I. Children in Care.

II. Children who have siblings currently attending the school at the time of their admission. The term sibling includes a half-brother or half-sister, a legally adopted child who is regarded as a brother or sister, a step-brother or step-sister who resides in the same family unit;
III. Parents who wish their child to continue their education at Fairmeadows having attended Foundation One (Nursery) at the school. A separate application for a place in Reception must still be made.
IV. Proximity of the child’s home to school, as measured by the Local Authority computer generated measuring system (information on this is available on request) with those living nearest being given priority.  Proximity will also be used as a  tiebreaker in the event of over subscription in any of the above criteria.
Procedures for admission into Year Groups 1- 6 (& Foundation Two (Reception) outside of the normal admissions round)

Procedures for in-year applications follow the Local Authority guidelines.
Where no places are available

Where places are not available because the approved admission number for the relevant year group has been reached, the Governors reserve the right to refuse admission on the grounds that to admit children in excess of the approved admission number would prejudice the provision of efficient education or the efficient use of resources.

Parents who are refused admission will be advised about the relevant procedures to exercise their right of appeal.
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