THE FITZHERBERT CHURCH OF ENGLAND (V.A.) PRIMARY SCHOOL ADMISSIONS POLICY - 2011-12
  

This policy is effective from September 2010 and is subject to changes in law regarding pupil admissions.
 

The Local Authority is required to co-ordinate admissions to all Derbyshire Primary, Infant and Junior Schools.  Essentially the Authority acts as a 'clearing house' for all admissions and enable parents to express a preference for one, two or three schools and place those preferences in rank order. Parents must make their application on a common application form, to be returned direct to the LA, and give reasons for their preferred schools.
 

Common application forms will be available from Derbyshire Primary, Infant and Junior schools and other public establishments from 31st October 2011.
 

Further information about the co-ordinated admissions scheme is available in the Authority's Parents' Information Booklet - ‘How to apply for a place at Primary School – a guide for parents 2011/12.
The admission number for Reception children is 10 for each academic year. Where numbers requesting admission exceeds places available Governors will apply the following criteria.
 

1. Children in public care.
2. Residence in the parishes (beneficial areas i.e. Church boundaries) of Fenny Bentley, Thorpe and Tissington (a map is available in the school).
3. Siblings, adopted, step or foster brothers/ sisters of pupils  who are resident at the same address who are in school at the time of application and admission.
4. Children of regular worshippers at the Parish Church who live outside the school’s defined area.  Regular worship means attendance of one service per month over a sustained period of time (12 to 24 months).  This application must be supported by a letter from the relevant priest or church warden.
5. Other children whose parents have requested a place.
 
Where, in the case of 3,4, and 5 above, choices have to be made between children satisfying the same criteria, those children living nearest to the school (measured by the nearest available route) will be given preference.
The county council has a Geographic Information System (GIS) to measure the nearest available route. It is measured by a standard walking distance calculated to within two metres. The measurement is taken from the postal address file, normally the house front door.
For schools, the grid reference is again taken from the postal address file and will be the centre of the school.
 
Children born between September 1st and April 30th will normally be admitted into full-time education at the beginning of the Autumn term preceding their 5th birthday.  Children born between May 1st and August 31st will normally be admitted into full-time education at the beginning of the Spring term preceding their 5th birthday.
The Governing Body reserves the right to admit a child into Reception a term earlier in exceptional circumstances. Parents have the right to defer entry until later within the school year or until the child reaches compulsory school age in that school year.
Any parent who has an application for admission to the school rejected has the right to appeal. The parent should submit this in writing, stating their case to the Chair of Governors/o the school who will inform the Derby Diocesan Board of Education.
Children who are not offer a place will have their names entered on a waiting list in order of priority rand by the admission criteria. The waiting list will be maintained until the 31st January of the following year. If a place becomes available it will be offered to the first pupil on the waiting list.
 

The closing date for applications for 2011/2012 admissions will be 10th December 2010.
Letters are sent on 25th March 2011 from the LA offering places.
 

 

All responses should be made to Mrs J.H. Foster, Head, The FitzHerbert Church of England (V.A.) Primary School Ashes Lane, Fenny Bentley, Ashbourne, Derbyshire DE6 1LD
 
