Dinting Church of England Voluntary Aided Primary School

Admissions Policy 
Policy No.:
AP1

There is now a co-ordinated approach to admissions for Primary Schools in Derbyshire.  All parents in Derbyshire must apply to the LA for primary school places on a common application form.  As an Aided school the Governing Body retains the right to consider applications from parents that are passed on by the LA.  All forms to be returned by the date determined with the LA under the co-ordinated arrangements.  An offer of a place will then be made by the LA on behalf of the school, in accordance with the agreed co-ordinated scheme.  

All children are normally admitted in the September term (single-point entry).  The school will, however, support parents who express a preference to educate their four-year-old child(ren) for mornings only.  If a parent is offered and accepts a place during the normal admission round but asks to defer the child’s entry until he or she is of compulsory school age, the place will be held open provided it is taken up within the same academic year.  
Numbers

The Governors will admit a maximum of 25 children to the Reception Class during the academic school year.  
Over-subscription

The school will always give priority to children living in the parish of Holy Trinity, Dinting Vale, but is pleased to consider applications from families not resident in the parish, unless the total number seeking admission exceeds the school’s published admission number.  Where applications for admissions exceed the number of places available, the priority will be determined as follows:

· Children looked after in public care
· Children resident in the ecclesiastical parish of Holy Trinity Dinting : a map is available in school
· Children who will have siblings in school on the date that they will take up the place (siblings are brothers and sisters, as well as step, adopted or fostered brothers and sisters resident at the same address).

· Children of whom at least one parent or carer has regularly (1) worshipped at their local church for a period of at least one year prior to the date of application and (2).

(1) Regular means an average attendance of once per month

(2) Church attendance must be verified by a letter, from the relevant priest, minister or churchwarden

·  (the application should be supported by a letter, signed by a priest, minister or pastor indicating regularity and duration of church attendance)  
· Other children whose parents have requested a place
Tie Breaker

In the event of Governors having to make a choice between applications of equal strength, places will be allocated on the basis of those children living nearest to the school (measured by the nearest available route**). 
Appeals

If the Governors refuse to admit a child, parents wishing to appeal, will receive a letter from the Authority advising them of their right to appeal.
Policy reviewed 23 January 2009 and ratified at the full Governors meeting on 2 February 2009
Note  : Children who are not offered a place will have their names entered on a waiting list in order of priority ranked by the admission criteria.  The waiting list will be maintained until the 31 January of the following year.  If a place becomes available it will be offered to the first pupil on the waiting list (para. 3.19)

Footnote:  The county Council has a geographic information system to measure the nearest available route.  It is measured by a standard walking distance calculated to within 2 metres.  This measurement is taken from the postal address file normally the house front door.  For schools the grid reference is again taken from the postal address file and will be the centre of the school.
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