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Aims
· To give children and parents as much information as possible about Bishop Pursglove School and the education we provide.

· To make each child’s start happy and successful.

· To begin a lasting partnership with parents.

Procedures
At Bishop Pursglove School, children start school full time in the September of the “school year” (September 1st  – August 31st) they have their fifth birthday. 

Children who are born between January and the end August may opt to start school on a part-time, mornings only, basis to begin with, becoming full time later in the year. This can be arranged with the Head and class teacher.

Parents may enter their child’s name for Bishop Pursglove School at any time before the year they are eligible to start. (This does not mean a place has been offered.)

The published admission number for the school is 30 in any one school year. 

Over Subscription Criteria

Where the number of applications exceeds the standard number then the governing body will allocate on the following criteria:

1. Children who are in public care
2. Children of parents living in the Parish
3. Children who have a sibling in school at the time they are admitted (sibling means a brother or sister or an adopted brother or sister).
4. Children of whom at least one parent or carer has regularly (1) worshipped at St John the Baptist, Tideswell for a period of at least six months prior to the date of application (2). 
(1) Regular means an average attendance of once per month. 

(2) Church attendance must be verified by a letter from the relevant priest, minister or churchwarden. 
5.  In the event of a tie break priority will be given to children who live nearest the school as measured by the nearest available route. (* see note below)
*Note

If any of these categories are oversubscribed, the governing body will make a decision based on the shortest distance between the applicant’s home and the main entrance of the school as measured by the council. The nearest to the school will be given priority. This distance “tie breaker” will be in any of the six categories, if two or more applicants are equal in all other respects.

Application forms (from the LEA) will be sent out in the autumn term, and parents are invited to look round school before confirming their choice. The closing date for the receipt of applications is 3:30pm on 12th December 2008.

As soon as possible after 27th March 2009 (offer date), letters are sent out from the Local Education Authority offering places. Once admissions are confirmed we welcome each child and his or her family and invite them to stay half a day in his or her class at Bishop Pursglove Primary School in the summer term prior to starting school. 

Appealing against the decision of the Governing Body

Families that have been unsuccessful at obtaining a place have a right of appeal against the Governing Body. Letters of appeal should be sent to the chair of governors c/o the school no later than 14 days after the date of the letter informing parents that they have not been offered a place for their child.

The school will send the letters of appeal to the Derby Diocesan Board of Education who will arrange for an independent appeal panel to hear appeals. The decision of the appeal panel is legal and binding on all parties.

Further Information

Useful Documents and Resources

DfES
Organisation of School Places (Circular 9/99)

DfES
School Admissions (Circular – updated regularly)

LEA
Derbyshire School Admissions (Letter 4th July 2005 ref SI/AB1003/SH) 

LA
How to apply for a place at Primary School – a guide for 
parents
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