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Admission Policy 2011/12

Aims:
· To uphold the distinctive Christian ethos of a church school

· To reflect the fact that church schools were established to serve the children of the parish

Introduction 
St Giles CE VA Primary School is a voluntary aided church school in the Diocese of Derby and is maintained by Derbyshire LA.  This means that the members of the Parish and the Diocese have contributed towards the cost of building the school and continue to care for its buildings and its people.   

The school provides distinctive Christ centred, Church of England education for children aged 4+ to 11+ years, with priority being given to children who live within the parish of St Giles, Killamarsh. 

The Governing Body is responsible for admissions in voluntary aided church schools.  The Governing Body is guided in that responsibility by the requirements of law, advice from the Diocesan Board of Education, its duty to the church community and the common good. 

The admission number for 2011/2012 is 45.
Co-ordinated Scheme for Admission Arrangements 
The co-ordinated scheme for admissions is a mechanism that ensures that all parents and carers resident in Derbyshire LA and who have expressed a preference for St Giles CE VA Primary School before the closing date, will all receive a single offer of a school place on the same day from the Authority. 

In order to provide every parent and carer with an offer of one single place the Authority will be working with the governing bodies of the voluntary aided primary schools within and surrounding the Killamarsh area, including St Giles CE VA Primary School. Details of the co-ordinated scheme can be obtained from the Authority.   

Applications are made by the completion of the COMMON APPLICATION FORM. 
Parental Preference 
You are invited to submit up to three ranked preferences on the Local Authority’s Common Application Form.  Applications will be considered on an Equal Preference basis.   

PLEASE CONTACT US IF YOU NEED ANY HELP IN APPLYING FOR ADMISSION.  
Date of Admission to the School for 2011/2012 
The Governing Body, being the admissions authority for this school, will admit all children who have their fifth birthday between 1 September 2011 and 31 August 2012 into school at the beginning of the Autumn term in September 2011, with those children who are not five until after Easter 2012 attending part-time (8.45-11.45am Mon-Fri) until January 2012. 

Criteria for Admission: 

Please note that children who have a Statement of Special Educational Needs which names the school are required to be admitted.  Where there are more applications for admission than the planned admission number stated (footnote 1), the Governing Body will apply the following criteria in strict order of priority:  

Category One 
Children in Public Care (Looked After Children) 
Category Two

Children who live within the parish boundary of St Giles, Killamarsh (see map) prioritised by:- 

a) having siblings (footnote 2) of children attending St Giles CE VA Primary school at the time of their admission 
b) having at least one parent or carer who has regularly (1) worshipped at the parish church of St Giles, Killamarsh for a period of at least one year prior to the date of application (2).
c) having at least one parent or carer who has regularly (1) worshipped at other Christian Churches as recognised by Churches Together in England (footnote 3) for a period of at least one year prior to the date of application (2).
d) not attending a place of worship.
Category Three 
Children who live within the neighbouring parishes and have at least one parent or carer who has regularly (1) worshipped at Christian Churches as recognised by Churches Together in England for a period of at least one year prior to the date of application (2) who are a sibling (footnote 3) of children attending St Giles CE Primary school at the time of their admission.
Category Four 
Children who live within the neighbouring parishes and have at least one parent or carer who has regularly (1) worshipped at Christian Churches as recognised by Churches Together in England for a period of at least one year prior to the date of application (2). 
Category Five
Children who have at least one parent or carer who has regularly (1) worshipped at a place of worship for other World Faiths for a period of at least one year prior to the date of application (2). 
(1)  Regular means an average attendance of once per month

(2) Church attendance must be verified by a letter from the relevant priest, minister, church warden or elder.
Category Six 
Children who do not live in the parish. 
Should the planned admission limit be reached mid category, the Governing Body, as the admissions authority will make a decision based on the shortest distance between the applicant’s home and the main entrance of the school by the most direct route as measured by the LA (see footnote 4).  
Governors have not had to apply admission criteria for several years and so it is likely that all children in the different categories will gain admission.  Should the school be in a position where it is over-subscribed, governors will establish a waiting list for at least one twelve week term after the designated admission date.  Any places that come available will be allocated to parents or carers on the waiting list irrespective of whether or not any appeals are pending.
Place of Residence 
The child’s ordinary place of residence will be deemed to be a residential property at which the parent or persons with parental responsibility for the child resides at the closing date for receiving applications for admission to the school.  Where parental responsibility is held by more than one person and those persons reside in separate properties, the child’s ordinary place of residence will be deemed to be that property at which the child resides for the greater part of the week. 

Late Applications  
Late applications will be dealt with in accordance with the LA scheme. 

False Information  
1. Where the Governing Body has made an offer of a place at this school on the basis of a fraudulent or intentionally misleading application from a parent, which has effectively denied a place to a child with a stronger claim to a place at the school, the offer of a place will be withdrawn.
2. Where a child starts attending the school on the basis of fraudulent and intentionally misleading information the place may be withdrawn by the Governing Body, depending on the length of time that the child has been at the school. 
3. Where a place or an offer has been withdrawn, the application will be re-considered, by the Governing Body and a right of independent appeal offered if the place is refused. 

Applications outside of the normal admissions round 
Applications outside of the normal admissions round will be dealt with in accordance with the LA scheme. 

Appeals against the Governing Body’s decision to refuse admission  
If a place is not available, parents have the right of appeal.  Normally, appeal hearings will be held within six weeks of the closing date for receiving the notice of appeal. 
Documentation Required 
1. The school requires additional information not contained on the common application form. This additional information is needed to place your application in the correct priority of admission category. 
2. The Additional Information Form, obtainable from the school, should be completed and returned to the school. This Additional Information Form is not an application for admission to the school and its return does not guarantee a place at the school
3. Verification of attendance at worship.
4. Failure to complete and return the Additional Information Form may affect the admission category your application is placed in. 
Footnote 1.   

This admission number of 45 has been calculated according to the capacity of the school, which the law defines and has been agreed with Derbyshire LA 

Footnote 2: Definition of Sibling 

Sibling refers to brother or sister, half brother or sister, adopted brother or sister, step brother or sister, or the child of the parent’s or carer’s partner where the child for whom the school place is sought is living in the same family unit at the same address as that sibling.
Footnote 3: Churches Together in England: 

Antiochian Orthodox Synod 

The Baptist Union of Great Britain 

Cherubim and Seraphim Council of Churches   

Church of God of Prophecy 

Church of England

Church of Scotland (in England) 

Congregational Federation  

Coptic Orthodox Church 

Council of African and Afro-Caribbean Churches 

Council of Oriental Orthodox Christian Churches 

Ichthus Christian Fellowship 

Independent Methodist Churches 

International Ministerial Council of Great Britain 

Joint Council for Anglo-Caribbean Churches  

Lutheran Council of Great Britain  

Methodist Church 

Moravian Church  

New Testament Assembly 

Oecumenical Patriarchate (Archdiocese of Thyateira and Great Britain) 

Religious Society of Friends 

Roman Catholic Church 

Russian Orthodox Church 

Salvation Army 

Transatlantic and Pacific Alliance of Churches 

United Reformed Church 

Wesleyan Holiness Church 

Footnote 4: Distance 

Distance will be measured in a straight line from the front door of the child’s home address (including flats) to the main entrance of the school, with those living closer to the school having the higher priority.
Governing Body of St Giles CE Primary School, Killamarsh 

Date: December 2009 
Please make any responses about this policy to:

Mrs Helen Haynes

Headteacher

St Giles CE VA Primary School

Sheepcote Road

Killamarsh

Sheffield

S21 1DU
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