Scargill CE VA Primary School is its own Admission Authority.  It is the duty of the Governing Body to draw up and implement both the Admission Policy and Over-subscription Criteria.  

In all cases, initial admissions into Reception Classes/Y3 Classes will be via the Local Authority’s Centralised Admission System.

In other cases, admissions are a matter for the Governing Body.

1. Guiding Principles

All matters pertaining to the Admission of children and young people to Scargill CE VA Primary School will be conducted with the highest integrity.  Principles of transparency, honesty and fairness will always apply.  

2. Net capacity and Planned Admission Numbers

Net Capacity denotes the theoretical maximum number of children, which can be accommodated in the school building.  All schools have a calculated Net Capacity, which should only change when teaching space within the school is created or reduced.  The current Net Capacity of Scargill CE VA Primary School is 476.
Planned Admission Numbers are usually derived from the Net Capacity by dividing it by the number of year groups catered for.  The School will admit pupils up to the PAN in each and every year group.  The PAN of Scargill CE VA Primary School is 68.
The setting of a PAN automatically implies that the admission of pupils above that number would be prejudicial to the quality of education provided to existing pupils.

3. Local Authority Centralised Admissions Systems

Applications for admissions into Reception/Year 3 must be made via the Local Authority’s Centralised Admissions System.  Parents must complete and return the LA Application Form. The Local Authority will submit a list of potential applicants to the school.  The Governors will then rank these under the School’s over subscription criteria, taking account of any supplementary application forms and/or supporting evidence received.  The ranked list is then returned to the LA.  Once the LA has received all relevant information places are offered and the school is informed.  The LA will inform unsuccessful applicants of their right to appeal.

4. In Year Applications

The Governing Body deals with applications for places received after the relevant allocation date for pupils in the first year of statutory education provided by the school and at any time for pupils in other school years.  If the number of pupils in a year group is below Planned Admission Number the pupil will be admitted unless the pupil concerned has been permanently excluded from two or more schools. If, however, the number of pupils in the year group concerned is at or above PAN (even if there are “spaces” in other year groups) the pupil cannot be admitted, but the parents will be informed of their right to appeal.

5. Appeals

In all Aided Schools, an independent panel should hear Admissions Appeals.  The Derby Diocesan Board of Education will arrange appeal hearings for Scargill CE VA Primary School.  Parents should submit their appeal letter as quickly as possible and this should then be forwarded to the DDBE, who will arrange a hearing within six school weeks.  

Appeal hearings will have two distinct elements.  Firstly, the Panel will determine whether or not the school has acted properly in refusing to admit (i.e. that the year group concerned is “full” in terms of its PAN and that over subscription criteria have been fairly applied).  Secondly, the panel will hear evidence from the school as to why the admission of additional pupils would be prejudicial to the education of existing pupils (issues of space, resources and staffing) and from the parents as to why their case for admission should over-ride the prejudice.  The schools will submit its case in writing and be represented at the hearing. The panel will then make a binding decision and inform both parties in writing.  If the appeal is upheld, the School will make arrangements to admit the chid with no undue delay.

6. Over subscription Criteria

Places will be allocated at Scargill CE VA Primary School according to the following priorities:

· Looked after Children.

· Children of parents resident in the Parish or benefice. Parishes in the benefice are St Wilfrid’s West Hallam, Holy Trinity Mapperley, St Andrew Stanley and Church of All Saints Stanley Common. 

· Children who have brothers or sisters already attending the school at the time of admission. The sibling connection would not apply to a sibling currently in attendance in year 6.
· Children of parents not resident in the Parish or Benefice but which are sympathetic to the Christian nature of the school.

Definitions

Sibling

The term sibling is defined as: 

A brother and/or a sister

A half-brother and/or half-sister

A legally adopted child being regarded as a brother or sister

A step-brother and /or step-sister residing in the same family unit 

Looked after children

A looked after child is a child who is in the care of a local authority or provided with accommodation by that authority.

Admission to the Reception Class (Foundation Class)

· If oversubscribed the tie breaker of ‘shortest walking distance’ will apply.

· There is one point entry to reception but parents have the right to request a January start if their child is not five until after January.

The closing date for applications is 12 December 2009.

When will I hear if my child has got a place?

Parents will receive notice of allocation of places from Derbyshire Local Education Authority on or around 27 March 2010 for the academic year 2010/11.
Visits to School

Visits to school prior to making an application are warmly welcomed.  Please telephone the school to arrange an appointment with the Headteacher.
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